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Craft for Bear Snores On
Hibernating bear 

Materials:

· Styrofoam cup

· Large brown pompom

· Cotton balls

· Brown paint or brown paper

· Glue

Instructions:

1. Give each child a Styrofoam cut to either paint brown or just cover with brown paper. Do the inside and the outside.

2. Have the children turn their cups onto one side, and then glue the brown pompoms inside their cups. 

3. Next the children can take a couple cotton balls and stretch them out. This will be the snow.

4. Have the children glue the cotton balls to the top of the cup.
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Craft for Days of the Blackbird: A Tale of Northern Italy
Winter Tree Craft
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Materials:
· White paper 

· Optional: blue construction paper

· Scissors  
· Glue

· Something to colour with   
· Tissue paper in white (about 1 standard sheet of white) -- you can add a bit of tinfoil or silver tissue paper as well   
· Standard pencil with an eraser  
Instructions:

1. [image: image9.jpg]


For the trunk of the tree, either print out the template for the children, or trace each child’s arm from the elbow up. Either cut out the trunk and glue onto blue background paper, or just decorate the template/tracing page with the trunk on it. If using the arm tracing, this could be done directly onto brown paper to cut out and glue onto the blue paper.
2. Have the tissue paper cut into 1.5 inch squares, and give a pile of squares to each child.

3. Squeeze glue on about 1/4 of the tree (liquid glue works much better than a glue stick for this project)     

4. Wrap a tissue paper square onto the eraser end of a pencil.    

5. Place the tissue paper onto the tree by pushing the eraser end of the pencil (wrapped in tissue paper) onto a spot with glue.   

6. Continue placing squares of tissue paper until the tree is nice and full -- it will look like a tree covered in frost.   

7. Have the children use crayons, paints or collage materials to further decorate the page.
Template
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Craft for Diamond in the Snow
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Sparkly Snowflake Mobile

Materials:
· white paper 
· scissors 
· 2 large craft sticks 
· white acrylic paint 
· glitter (silver, white, pink or blue) 
· white string 
· silver ribbon 
· white craft glue 
· paint brush 
Instructions:

1. Have the children cut paper snowflakes out of white paper. To do this, fold paper in half, and then fold in half again. Take the bottom right corner of the rectangle and fold it up and over the left side to make a triangle. Use scissors to remove the excess strip of paper at the bottom. This gives you a perfect square. Now cut small strips and triangles from all edges of the paper, leaving enough room in the center so that it does not fall apart. Unfold the snowflake. 

2. If desired, flatten out the creases from the folds by pressing snowflakes in a heavy book as you cut the next one. Each child needs four snowflakes.
3. Alternatively, have the children cut out snowflake templates.
4. Mix white craft glue with some water, about half and half. 

5. Have the children use paint brush to paint glue mixture onto the paper snowflake. 

6. Sprinkle heavily with glitter. Let dry completely. 

7. Tap off excess and repeat on other side. 

8. The children can then paint one side of the craft sticks white. Before paint has a chance to dry, sprinkle with glitter. Let dry, and then repeat on other side. 

9. Cut white string into 4 different lengths and glue one to the back of each snowflake. 

10. Glue craft sticks together in the shape of an “X” and let dry. 

11. Tie ribbon around center of the “X”, leaving enough ribbon at the top to hang mobile. 

12. Tie the snowflakes onto the mobile, one string on each end of the craft sticks. Put a dot of glue one the string to secure it in place. You can wrap the string around the craft stick one or more times if the lengths are not to your liking. 
13. Instead of painting the snowflakes with the glue mixture you can pipe on white school glue and then sprinkle with glitter. 
14. This craft could be made simpler by omitting the glitter and the white paint for the craft sticks.
Snowflake Template –the children could just cut around the outside, without cutting out the shapes in the middle.
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Craft for Duck Skates
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Winter Door Hanger
Materials:

· blue fun foam door hanger OR blue construction paper
· 2 large white snowflake foam shapes OR white construction paper
· 1 large white snowman foam shapes OR white construction paper
· 2 iridescent white pompoms
· 2 medium pieces of silver metallic confetti
· 1 medium piece of blue metallic confetti
· white craft glue
Instructions:

1. If using the foam shapes, give each child a door hanger, 2 snowflakes and one snowman.

2. If using construction paper (or other heavy paper) use the templates to cut out the shapes. Either cut out ahead of time or have the children do this.

3. Give the children the confetti and pompoms as well.

4. Have the children arrange all of the items on the door hanger however they would like.

5. Once satisfied with the arrangement, the children can glue the pieces on one at a time, so they don’t lose the arrangement. Lift up the items one by one and dab a bit of glue in enough places to make sure it will lay flat when it is stuck onto the door hanger. Small items like the metallic confetti will require one small dab in the center, same as the pompoms with a more generous helping of glue. The larger items will need small dabs of glue in more places. 
6. Let the glue dry before hanging.
Templates
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Craft for The First Day of Winter

Styrofoam Snowman
Materials:

· Two inch Styrofoam ball (Note: or use three balls in incremental sizes) 

· Two and a half inch Styrofoam ball 

· Three inch Styrofoam ball 

· Four toothpicks 

· Mini black pompoms 

· Orange chenille stem (regular or bumpy) 

· Wire cutters 

· Tacky glue 

· Piece of ribbon or felt 

· Butter knife 

  Instructions:

1. Take a butter knife and even off the bottom of the largest Styrofoam ball, one for each child. This will allow the snowman to stand up. 

2. Have the children push a toothpick halfway into the top of the largest Styrofoam ball (make sure the flat bottom is on the table). Then push the medium-sized Styrofoam ball onto the toothpick. 

3. Push a toothpick a little more than halfway into the top of the medium-sized Styrofoam ball. (Note: You don’t want the toothpick sticking out the top of the head!). Push the smallest Styrofoam ball on top of the toothpick. This is the head. 

4. Have a short piece of orange chenille stem cut off for the nose for each child.

5. The children can push the nose into the middle of the (front) of the smallest Styrofoam ball. 

6. Next glue on pompom eyes, mouth, and buttons. 

7. Give each child a strip of felt or ribbon for the scarf. Glue where the scarf crosses both to the Styrofoam ball and to the other piece of scarf. 

8. Stick two toothpicks in the middle-sized Styrofoam ball for the arms. (see photo) 
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Craft for Froggy Gets Dressed
Snowman on a Candy Stick 
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Materials: 

· 1 Peppermint candy stick (not a candy cane) 
· black craft foam or construction paper
· white craft foam or construction paper
· 1 piece of Christmas ribbon 
· 2 inch circle 
· 2 ½ inch circle 
· 3 inch circle 
· Hole puncher 
· Glue 
· Scissors 

Instructions: 
1. Trace circles, either using the template or something else like a glass to trace around, onto craft foam or construction paper for each child to cut out.

2. Punch holes in the middle of each circle. 
3. Draw a top hat using the template onto the black craft foam and cut out. Glue hat to small circle. 
4. Punch out black dots with hole punch, enough for 8 for each child.

5. Have the children glue the dots like buttons on the 2” circle, ½” from the edge. Glue black dots for eyes and mouth on small circle. 
6. The children can then thread the large circle, then medium circle and then the small circle onto the peppermint stick. 
7. Tie ribbon between small and medium circle. Leave space between circles. (See above for finished product.) 

[image: image3.jpg]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.holidaycrafts4kids.com/images/stick2.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image4.jpg]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.holidaycrafts4kids.com/images/stick3.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image5.jpg]



[image: image6.png]



Crafts for Groundhog Stays Up Late

Pop-up Groundhog 
Materials:

· Brown construction paper
· Large tongue depressor
· Paper cup
· Markers
· Scissors
· Glue
Instructions:
1. Have the groundhog templates printed or traced onto brown construction paper for each child to cut out.

2. Have the children draw a face and other features on their groundhogs.

3. The children can then glue the groundhog onto the top part of the tongue depressor. Allow to dry.
4. Cut a slit as wide as the tongue depressor in the bottom of the paper cup for each child. The cups can be decorated (such as wrapped in green paper to look like grass) or left as is.
5. Have the children slide the bottom of the tongue depressor through the slit from the top. They can use this end of the tongue depressor to make the groundhog pop-up out of the cup.
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Template
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Craft for Happy Valentine's Day Dolores
Love Bug

Materials:
· Red or Pink Yarn 
· Pipe Cleaner 
· Craft Foam, felt or construction paper 
· Empty Egg Carton or Styrofoam Ball 
· 5" Square of Cardboard 
· Tacky Glue 

Instructions:
1. Print pattern for ears, nose, and feet onto paper. If using craft foam, print on regular paper, staple to the foam and trim the outlines. Either cut the pieces out ahead of time or have the children cut their own pieces out.

2. Make a pompom by wrapping yarn around the heavy cardboard at least 100 times.

3. Cut a 6 inch piece of yarn and slide it under one side of the wrapped yarn and tie tightly.

4. Turn the yarn wrapped cardboard over and cut completely through the yarn on this side. Turn the yarn blob sideways and smooth down strands.
5. Bend a pipe cleaner in half and push it up through the pompon.
6. Give each child either one section of the egg carton or a Styrofoam ball.

7. Cut a large heart (about 4") out of craft foam. Use tacky glue to glue the egg cup or Styrofoam ball upside down in the center of the heart.Glue the pompom to the carton or ball.

8. Arrange yarn and bend pipe cleaners if desired.
9. Glue on the eyes, nose, and ears.

10. Cut out two hearts for eyes and one for mouth. Cut out two small circles for pupils. Use tacky glue to secure in place. 
11. Glue a heart to the end of each pipe cleaner.
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Templates

[image: image19.png]»e



[image: image20.jpg]2 fis



[image: image21.jpg]



[image: image22.jpg]



[image: image23.png]


[image: image24.jpg]


[image: image25.png]


[image: image26.png]



Nose
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Craft for The Hat
Hedgehog Book
Materials:

· Paper

· Paper plate

· Scissors

· Stapler

· Crayons or markers

Instructions:

1. Print off several template pages for each child, enough to make a book.

2. Have the children cut these pages out.

3. For the cover, the children can use one of the pages as a pattern to cut a hedgehog out of the paper plate, and also cut the top and left side edges of the plate to make the hedgehog's prickles.
4. Have the children draw a hedgehog face and any other features they would like on the paper plate cover.
5. Staple the pages to the cover.
6. The children can now write or draw whatever they want inside their hedgehog books.
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Template
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Craft for If You'll Be My Valentine

Valentine Finger Puppet
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Materials:

· Card stock in a Valentine colour
· Hole punch
· Scissors
· Marker
· Glue
· Googly eyes
Instructions:

1. Use the heart template to trace a heart onto the card stock (or heavy construction paper) for each child to cut out.
2. Punch a starter hole for each finger with a hole punch, then use scissors to enlarge the circle; a child's fingers should fit snugly through the holes. 
3. Have the children decorate their hearts with a paint pen or marker, adding facial features, and write a message on the back.
4. [image: image30.png]


Glue on googly eyes. 

Message Ideas:
 I’m your puppet 

 You make my heart dance 

 Let’s dance!

Template
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Craft for The Missing Mitten Mystery
Mitten Lacing
Materials:

· Construction paper
· Scissors
· Hole punch
· Yarn
· Crayons and markers
Instructions:

1. Use the template to trace 2 mittens for each child, or have the children trace.
2. The children can cut the mittens out.
3. Punch holes along the sides of the mittens, being sure that the holes line up for both mittens.
4. Tie a piece of yarn through one set of holes, and then have the children lace the yarn through the holes all the way around the mittens.
5. Tie the yarn in a bow at the end.
6. Have the children decorate their mittens with the crayons and markers, and anything else on hand that they might like to use.
Template
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Craft for Old Cricket
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Paper Plate Snowman
Materials:

· 2 white paper plates 

· Construction paper (black, red) or wrapping paper
· An orange pipe cleaner (for the nose)
· A short length of yearn or ribbon
· Hole punch
· Marker or crayons
· Scissors
· Glue
· Optional: googly eyes, large buttons
Instructions:

1. Each child will need two plates. On one of the plates, cut off the outer rim to make a smaller plate.

2. Punch a hole in both plates near the rim.
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Have the children tie the two plates together, using the yarn or ribbon.

4. Use the templates to trace the hat and boots onto black construction paper, and the mittens onto the coloured construction paper or gift wrap. Have the children cut the pieces out.

5. The children can glue the hat, boots and mittens onto their snowmen.

6. The children can either glue on googly eyes or draw eyes. Have them draw a mouth. 
7. For the nose, cut a short length from an orange pipe cleaner. Stick the pipe cleaner through the plate to secure it (if the plate is too tough, make a tiny hole with the tip of the scissors).

8. For the buttons, cut out shapes from construction paper, use round stickers, glue on real buttons, or simply draw them. 

Mitten template
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Boots
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Hat
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Craft for Owl Moon
Winter Bookmark
Materials:

· White cardboard/heavy paper

· Silver snowflake metallic confetti

· Blue snowflake metallic confetti

· White pony beads

· Silver metallic cord

· White pompom beads
· White craft glue

Instructions:

1. Each child will need a piece of the cardboard/heavy paper 7 ½ inches by 1 ¼ inches, 7 pieces of each colour of confetti, one pony bead, 4 pompoms and 2 pieces of the metallic cord that are 16 inches long. Have a hole punched in the center of the top of the cardboard about 1/8 of an inch from the top.
2. Have the children glue their pieces of confetti onto the piece of cardboard. It can be in the pattern shown in the picture, or however they would like.
3. With the cording, have the children line up the two lengths and fold them in half together. Insert the folded ends through the hole in the top of the bookmark. Then insert the four cut ends through the loop. Pull the ends up so there is a tight knot at the top of the bookmark.
4. Have the children insert the four ends through the white pony bead (you may have to twist the ends a bit because they won't fit through the opening of the bead easily otherwise). Tie a knot in all four strands and make sure it is nice and tight above the pony bead to keep it in place. 
5. Thread the end of one of the tassels strands through the darning needle. Insert the needle into the pompom bead and pull the cord through the opening. Remove the needle. The plastic insert in the pompom bead may come out when you pull the needle through, that's okay because you no longer need it. Tie a knot in the end of the cord just above the top of the pompom. Repeat the beading process with the remaining three pompom beads until you have a "snowball" on the end of each of the tassel strands. 
6. The tassel could be simplified. Regular pompoms could simply be glued or tied to the ends of the cord. The small white pony bead could also be omitted.
Craft for Rhyme Time Valentine
A Valentine’s craft can be found in the back of this book.
Alternate Craft for Rhyme Time Valentine

Kids Valentines Hat
Materials:

· Red craft foam  or construction paper
· Red chenille stems 

· Wire cutters 

· Pen 

· Scissors 

· Hot glue gun 

· White poster board 

· Ruler 

· Stapler, tape, or glue (to fasten hat together) 

How to make it:

1. Cut out 2 hearts (1 1/2" tall x 1 3/4" wide) and 2 hearts (1" tall x 1" wide) out of red craft foam or construction paper.
2. Cut a strip of poster board to fit around each child's head and about 2" wide. 

3. Determine where the sides of the child’s head are by trying the band on. Mark with pen. 

4. Cut red chenille stems in half using the wire cutters, and give each child 2 halves.
5. Have the children glue the stems on the outside of the poster board where marked. 

6. The children can then glue a small heart over each of the chenille stems that are attached to the poster board, and a large red heart at the other end of the chenille stem (See photo) 

7. Let the children decorate using lace, stickers, markers, and crayons. 

8. Tape, glue, or staple the hat to fit the child. (Paper [image: image40.png]


clips also work) 

Assortment of Heart Templates
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Craft for Snip, Snip…Snow!
A craft for this book can be found in the back of the book.

Craft for Snowmen at Night
S'mores Snowman Ornaments

Materials:

· Foamie marshmallows 
· Tan and brown craft foam 
· Wiggle eyes
· Glue dots, tacky glue or low temp glue gun 
· Pipe cleaners 
· Craft foam or construction paper
· Foamie hearts 
· Foamie stars 
Instructions:
1. Cut squares out of tan foam to make graham crackers and squares out of brown foam to make chocolate. 
2. Have the children glue the squares together, and then glue one or two foamie marshmallows on top.
3. The children can then add wiggle eyes and a carrot nose cut from craft foam or construction paper. Decorate with foamie heart or stars. Alternatively, use hearts and stars cut from construction paper or use stickers.
4. Cut and bend pipe cleaners to make arms. Have the children push arms into marshmallows. 
5. Cut a small piece of pipe cleaner or satin cord to make a loop for hanging and push it into the top with a dab of glue.
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Craft for Tacky and the Winter Games
Penguin Yarn Bug
Materials:

· White and Black Yarn 
· Goldenrod Craft Foam or construction paper

· Styrofoam Ball or egg carton cup

· 5" Square of Cardboard 
· Two Wiggle Eyes -- 20mm 
· Pipe Cleaner 
· 2 Large Pompoms 
· Low Temp Glue Gun 
· Tacky Glue 
· Scissors 
· Black Marker 
Instructions:
1. Print pattern for the feet onto paper. If using craft foam, print on regular paper, staple to the foam and trim the outlines. Either cut the pieces out ahead of time or have the children cut their own pieces out.

2. Make a pompom by wrapping yarn around the heavy cardboard at least 100 times.

3. Cut a 6 inch piece of yarn and slide it under one side of the wrapped yarn and tie tightly.

4. Turn the yarn wrapped cardboard over and cut completely through the yarn on this side. Turn the yarn blob sideways and smooth down strands.
5. Bend a pipe cleaner in half and push it up through the pompon.
6. Give each child either one section of the egg carton or a Styrofoam ball.

7. Use tacky glue to glue the egg cup or Styrofoam ball upside down in the center of the feet.Glue the pompom to the carton or ball.

8. Cut a triangle out of goldenrod craft foam or construction paper for the beak and draw on nostrils with a marker. Hot glue the nose onto the penguin. 
9. Cut a pipe cleaner in half for each child. Hot glue a large pompom to each side of the penguin.
10. Bend the pipe cleaner into a curve and glue onto the penguin's head.
Feet Template

Alternate Craft for Tacky and the Winter Games
Pompom Penguin

Materials:

· Black and orange pompoms in assorted and sizes 
· Scraps of thin coloured cardstock, construction paper or fun foam in black, orange and white 
· PVA glue 
· Wiggle eyes 
· Scissors 

 

Instructions:

1. Have each child take a large black pompom approximately 5cm diameter and glue on a smaller black pompom approximately 2 cm diameters for the penguin head. 
2. Next the children can glue on two orange pompoms approximately 1.5cm diameter for his feet. 
3. Cut out two wings from black card, paper or fun foam, a white tummy patch, and an orange beak. Either cut these out ahead of time or have the children make their own.
4. The children can glue these pieces to their penguins.

5. Finally have the children add some wiggle eyes. 


Craft for Turtle and Snake's Valentine's Day
A craft for this book can be found in the back of the book.

Alternate Craft for Turtle and Snake's Valentine's Day

Heart-y Animals

Materials:

· Construction paper in red, white, pink 

· Scissors 

· Markers 

· Heart shaped stickers, optional 

· Fabric to cut into heart shapes, optional 

· Yarn, buttons or other trims; optional 

· Heart shaped patterns, optional 

· Pre-cut hearts (recommended for younger kids), optional 

Instructions:

1. You can let the children draw their own hearts on paper and then add the details to make animals, let them cut hearts out of paper or cloth, have an assortment of pre-cut hearts (good for younger children). You can also use simple heart shaped stickers for some of the smaller hearts. 
2. The simplest version of the project is to make a drawing of an animal drawing hearts or on paper, or arrange pre-cut hearts on paper. For a more complex project, children can cut their own hearts.
3. The children can try to make the animals shown in the picture, or create their own.

4. Have the children draw facial and other features on their heart animals.

5. For a template, use the hearts provided in the craft for Rhyme Time Valentine.
Craft for When Winter Comes

Torn Paper Snow Pictures 
Materials:

· Blue and white paper

· Glue

· Optional: other coloured paper

Instructions:

1. Give each child a full sheet of blue paper and half a sheet of white paper.

2. Have the children create a winter scene by tearing pieces of the white paper and gluing them onto the blue paper. They can create snow hills, clouds, snowflakes, etc.
3. Small amounts of other coloured paper could also be used, perhaps for animals.
Craft for Without You
Penguin Beanie

Materials:
· Black, White, and Goldenrod Craft Foam or 
Black, White and Goldenrod Card Stock 
· Tacky Glue and Clothespins/Glue Dots/tape/stapler 
· Two 35mm Wiggle Eyes 
· Scissors 
· Ruler and Pencil 
· Black Permanent Marker 

Instructions:
1. Measure around each child's head. Use black craft foam or card stock to make a 2" band that is 2" bigger than the child's head measurement. Glue, tape or staple the band into a circle. Use clothespins to hold until dry if using the tacky glue. 
2. Cut black strips measuring 2" x 12" (11" if making your project from card stock). Glue a strip to the inside of the band attaching both ends, each on an opposite side. Glue another strip crossing over the strip already glued and one more each between each of those. 


3. Cut an 8" half circle out of white craft foam or card stock. Tracing around a small plate will make it easier. Have the children glue the half circle to the front of their beanies for a penguin face. 
4. Glue on wiggle eyes. 
5. Cut a triangle out of goldenrod foam or card stock for beak. Glue to face. Draw on nostrils.
6. To make this craft simpler, just make the beanie out of a single band around the head like a headband, instead of all the overlapping strips covering the head. Glue the same penguin face to the band.

