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From the IT Department

APLENO&6s Make i| 7

The IT Landscape 8 Back row, left to right: Rose-Marie Finch, Janet Ayles, Ryan Goff, Jen Anderson, Karen Van der Woerd,

GPPLO6s |l geek C| 8 i g Dennis Sheppard, Sheri Leeson, Katherine Wiebe, Tora Volkers, Dorothy Tay -Ellingboe, Julia Dion, Rae
9 Weniger, and Elaine Chaisson. Seated, left to right: Wendy Hodges, Meera Mittra, Colleen Doerksen,

From the Info Desk

Danielle Bendtsen, Alrene Dempster, Linda Duplessis with Kloe, and Janet Schultz.
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OverDrive Checkouts

Not pictured:  Carol Downing, Rose Crerar, and Cliff Lesh.

p25 for 25 Contest Winners Annoul

Residents of the Peace Country have spoken, selecting the
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CBC Canada Reads

Family Literacy Day

Around the System

Harry Potter series as the indisputable winner of Peace
Book Awards Library Systemb6s @d25 for 25: The L o
25 for 25 Results contest.
Most Circulated Items J. K. Rowlingdés magical series er

struggle to overcome evil personified by Lord Voldemort,
received 30% of the total votes,
modern classic Love You Forever and recently published
Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen. The Da Vinci Code by
Dan Brown and Khal edKitel®sneee i nroudds
out the top five.

Mango Mania

Christmas Treats

Valhalla Before & After

Freedom to Read

Robert Munsch was the only Canadian author to appear twice

in the top 25, with 50 Below Zero also appearing on the list I
at el eventh pl ace. Peace Countr y._ c0s
chil dr en 6As Ldng askthe Rivers Flow , edged out
the internationally popular Twilight series  for sixteenth place.

The Journey of Reading

Upcoming Events

Above: Tracy Skoworodko of Spirit River
Municipal Library presents a Kobo Touch to
Kimberlee Laliberte. By voting for her favourite
books, Kimberlee was entered into a draw to win

the grand prize of a Kobo Touch or one of three
$50 gift certificates from Chapters/Coles/Indigo.

The complete list of winning titles is provided on page 14 of
this newsletter. To learn more about the contest, please visit
www.peacelibrarysystem.ab.ca/25 -for -25-Contest .

Thank you to everyone who participated!


http://www.peacelibrarysystem.ab.ca/25-for-25-Contest
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From the Director

By Linda Duplessis, Director, Peace Library System
Wed6ve had a very busy but prlidlurcarn weSysatldm atPLPxe)ace Several people rem

Library System. We enjoyed some reminiscing at our beginnings or shared their appreciation for PLS staff and services. A
25th anniversary celebration and took a look into the new logo and mission statement were announced and the 25 Best
future with R. David Lankes at our annual Rural Books of Our Time contest was launched. Other aspects of the
Libraries Conference. We launched a contest to celebration include a beautiful scrapbook showcasing member public
identify the 25 best books within the last 25 years, libraries, and special thank -you cards sent to all schools, school
and unveiled a new mission statement and logo. This divisions, library boards and municipalities.
was all in addition to regular visits to libraries,

numerous meetings, and other conference/events. Not to mention Borrow a Digital Media Creation Lab from APLEN

personal happenings, such as the birth of my new granddaughter, Kloe,

) A new digital media creation lab is now available to Peace Library
on October 24. (Mom and baby are doing well!)

System and its member libraries. The lab features powerful laptops,
short -throw projectors, ultra - light scanners and cameras with video and
still photo capabilities. The short -throw projector requires very little
distance between the projector and the screen and projects a very clear
image, making it ideal for small spaces. The lab can be split up into
four separate pods each containing five laptops, one projector, one
Staff Update scanner and one camera. Libraries can book one or more pods,
depending on their needs and demand for the labs.

These are very busy times, but as Christmas approaches, | hope you

will find time to stop and reflect on the good things in life i family,
friends, pets, music, good food, good books, and our homes and
communities. We have so much to be thankful for!

Peace Library System welcomed back Ryan Goff as Network Analyst in ) o . ) o
Think about the possibilities for library programming. Digitization

September. We have also welcomed back Sheri Leeson , initially as a ) ) )
. projects using the scanner to scan letters and photos could benefit a
temporary cataloguer for the Slave Lake donations, and more recently o ; S o
. . community history project. Teens might like to create and edit videos or
as a regular cataloguer. Karen Van der Woerd is moving from ] ) ) )
Cataloguing back into Acquisitions due to the retirement of Rose mix music. The labs also have an important role fo play in staff

training. Libraries can book the lab to train staff in preparation for
offering a community program. The labs are also very useful for
professional development events like regional conferences and staff

Crerar , our Order Clerk. Rose has been a key person in the
Acquisitions Department over the last eight years. At the end of
December we will also be saying goodbye to Meera Mittra , our

Cataloguing Supervisor, who is retiring after 23 years with the System. training  Initiatives. To request the lab, contact Lauren at
I . Idebruin@thealbertalibrary.ab.ca or at 780 -414-0805 ext. 230. But
Meera has made a huge contribution to the cataloguing department and ) )
dondt delay; the lab is proving to be very

will be greatly missed. We wish Meera and Rose well as they travel and

i i i |
spend more time with their families. is already reserved until after Family Day!

25th Anniversary Event Did you know?

From all accounts, the silver anniversary celebration on September 21st
went very well. We estimate that approximately 125 people attended

the event, which featured presentations by the Hon. Hector Goudreau,
Minister of Municipal Affairs, and Sharon Siga, former Director of Peace

Charles Dickens began writing A Christmas Carol in
October of 1843 and finished only six weeks later. It

was published on December 17, 1843 to immediate

critical acclaim!
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System New: Bits

9] Janice Brassard is the new Library Manager at Tangent Community Library . The library is expected
to reopen for full circulation procedures in January 2012. Welcome, Janice!

9l Dixonville Community Library celebrated their 1st anniversary on October 13, 2011 with an event
that featured local author Carmel Ellis.

9| Danielle Bendtsen had her baby girl, Kloe, on October 24. She weighed 10 Ibs 6 0z and was 23 1/2
inches long.

9 Laurie Harrison , Director of  Grande Prairie Public Library and former PLS consultant, retired at the
end of October. She and her husband have since moved to rural Saskatchewan where they hope to
spend their days by the lake. A barbeque was held in her honour on September 23, and Laurie is
pictured on the right, holding up the earrings that were presented to her on behalf of the staff at GPPL.

—~
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Excellence in Library Service Award Winners

Four Peace area librarians were recognized for their outstanding work in school and public library service when they received th e Excellence in Library Service
awards for 2011.  Jocelyne Gervais and Joyce Doran of Bibliothéque Dentinger in Falher won in the public library category, while Kristina Pahl of
Glenmary School in Peace River, and Judy Sahaydak of Peace River Sdnstouaidnal MateridlsCentren 6 s were both declared winners in a tie
for the school I|ibrary category. The recipients were presented esiConferenchteld on Seprembed s

22 and 23 in Grande Prairie.

Jocelyne Gervais and Joyce Doran are well -known for their enthusiasm and positive attitude at the
Bibliothéque Dentinger/Falher Library in Falher, AB. The two have job shared the position of Library Manager

for the last several years, assuming the role after the sudden passing of Maureen Carter, who was Library Manager

at the time. This meant that Jocelyne and Joyce came to the library at a very difficult point, with not only
Maureend6s sudden passing at year end, but also with questi o
Falher having recently completed a possible dissolution study. However, Jocelyne and Joyce have met each

challenge with energy and eagerness.

Jocelyne and Joyce have successfully taken on several prominent issues that the library has been faced with,
always maintaining their trademark positivity and enthusiasm, and their hard work has paid off. After replacing the
materials that had not been circulating with new materials that met specific community needs and desires, there
has been a noticeable increase in library usage. Within the last year alone, library memberships have increased by

From left to right: Peace Library Board Chair, 30 percent. The circulation of materials has also increased, and the usage of interlibrary loans has doubled. Both

Veronica Bliska, Joyce Doran, & Jocelyne Gervais. bilingual, Jocelyne and Joyce have also helped to renew th
circulation. Additionally, this year the duo spearheaded the formation of a Friends of the Library Society to help secure fut ure sources of funding for the
l'ibrary through the Al berta Gaming Commission and other fundr ai s ithegommeitythesgh librarp e y
programs, such as the summer reading program, bringing in guest speakers to highlight new businesses or points of interest in the community, and
participating in French radio interviews.

AWe are a better | i br alackie Hookey h,a vBinkgl it chtetm, ue Denti nger Library Board Chair who no

am a better Chair because of their support and wealth of experience and community

Kristina Pahl was born and raised in Peace River, and began her career as a school librarian at Glenmary School in 2007.
Described as being energetic, a true team player and always approachable, Kristina is respected for her hard work in

creating a school library environment conducive to learning and her commitment to developing the library into a 21st

century resource centre.

Since her arrival, Kristina has transf efashometl austare librarg setting to@ safél i b-stge y
environment that is warm and inviting. Students can now be found lounging on the leather sofas and reading, while others

play chess, are involved in peer tutoring or are researching school assignments on the computers. Passionate about literacy

and the 21st century learner, Kristina strives to give students the tools they need to become independent learners by

assisting them with the development of computer skills. She shows them how to find library books on their own, and has

pushed for electronic books for students to use. Above and beyond the call of duty, Kristina has helped teachers create

audio versions of exams so that print disabled students can be better accommodated. She is also in the process of

developing a website that will have contests for students, resource links, blogs, and curriculum resources online.

Kristina Pahl (right) receiving her Robert Plowman and Barb Tur-Poinej p&l ewmar ywosni vaced Kristina, co
from Veronica Bliska (left). : : . A
award from Veronica Bliska (1eff regarding the most effective use of the |libraryod and they asselyt

those who need extra supporté [ anlddn g rlegarrreisn g.toudlemitss demo nsitfreat e d Pahlesdruly an exaropfe ofs h o
excellence in school library service.

Judy Sahaydak has been a dedicated Resource Techni ci annstwdtiandl M&erialsc e R
Centre (IMC) for the last nine years. Known for her upbeat attitude and her great sense of humour, Judy is a hard worker
that can always find a way to add some fun into the day, whet
colleague while assisting them with a task. Responsible for the day to day operations of the library, she also eagerly helps
find existing resources and develops new ones to meet the need:

Though she is quick to laugh, Judy is a strong independent worker that takes her job seriously, recognizing its importance

in providing support to all of the schools in the division. Carol Fedoruk and Barb Mulholland, Curriculum Supervisors with

t he Peace Ri ver School Division, stated in Judyods nomi nati on
hallmarks of her service as a Resource Technician and as a model for district librarians. She always looks for ways to

improve the IMC collection, and has a service -oriented attitude that makes her a plea

Judy is known for going above and beyond expectations and adding special little touches. For example, when the IMC put
together film study kits for the high school English Language Arts curriculum, Judy added support materials in different

! ) . ; . L ] I Judy Sahaydak (right iving h
media types and even included popcorn in the kits to surprise the students and add to their enjoyment of film studies. udy Sahaydak (right) receiving her

award from Veronica Bliska (left).

Carol Fedoruk and Barb Mul holland conclude, AEnt husi asm, k nowl e d gease of uomeur are thedraita t t i
that make Judy a very deserving member of this award. Peace River School Division is fortunate to have such a highly skilled ind ividual working in the central

l'ibrary. o
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Fall Author Tour Recap

Award winning young adult author Nicole Luiken , pictured
left at Dixonville , returned to the Peace region this fall.
Born in Manning and raised in Hawk Hills , the tour was
an especially meaningful one for Nicole.

¢ Pecace
ALibrary System
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Over the course of the tour, she gave 11 readings, hosted
by 11 public libraries throughout the northern region of
Peace Library System, including: Eaglesham, Falher,
McLennan, Nampa, Peace River, Dixonville, Rainbow Lake,
High Level, Paddle Prairie, Keg River, and Manning. She
spoke to over 450 eager participants.

Your quarterly professional
guide to news, services
and connection with the
staff at PLS.

How to contact us: To learn more about Nicole and her work, please visit

www.nicoleluiken.com

janderson@

peacelibrarysystem.ab.ca Chi | dr en 6 doseptuSirhonsr , pictured on the right at
Elmworth Community Library, toured with Peace Library

Editor/Design: System for the first time this fall.

Jen Anderson Visiting libraries in the Grande Prairie area and surrounding

counties, Joseph gave 11 readings at 11 different libraries

Contributors in this and schools, including: Beaverlodge, DeBolt, Grande

issue: Prairie, Hythe, Elmworth, Fox Creek, La Glace, Sexsmith,
Valhalla, Valleyview and Wembley. Over 590 adults and

Janet Ayles students participated.

Pam Chislett To learn more about Joseph and his work, please visit

www.josephsimons.ca

Linda Chmilar

Carol Downing » e ace L | b rar y S)

Linda Duplessis
Approxi mately 125 people turned out for Peace Library System

Ryan Goff 21st, which was held the evening before the start of the Rural Libraries Conference.
s BT Peace Library System Director, Linda Duplessis , was the master of ceremonies for the evening, which
y began with Peace Library Board chair, Veronica Bliska , providing the opening remarks. Sharon Siga ,

former Director of Peace Library System, presented a heartwarming and often humorous look back at the
history of Peace Library System. Guests were then invited to come up on stage and share their memories of
Peace Library System. It was touching to see how many wished to speak. The reminiscences were followed
by then Minister of Municipal Affairs,

Hon. Hector Goudreau, who spoke

Susan Moody passionately about the importance of

libraries.

Sue Farrell Holler

Natalie Keizer

Victoria Potter
The new Peace Library System logo

Michelle Rempel and mission statement, Connecting
libraries, people and resources
Leslie Ann Sharkey through teamwork, technology

and training , were unveiled.

Susanne Trembla
y The event concluded with an official

cutting of the cake, and refreshments
were provided while those in
attendance mingled and reminisced.

Each guest received a mug which
showcased the new PLS logo, a

bookmark, mints and hot chocolate. Former Minister of Municipal Affairs, Hector Goudreau, presenting a

plaque to Veronica Bliska (middle) and Linda Duplessis (right).




