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Craft for: Captain and Matey Set Sail
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Pirate hat
Materials:

· Sheets of newspaper

· Tape

· Feathers

· Black acrylic paint or markers
· Scissors

· Small paint roller 
· Cardboard (thicker cardboard will make a more reliable stencil)


Note: A full page spread from a broadsheet paper makes a large adult hat. A full page spread from a tabloid paper will make a perfect sized hat for a young child. If you need an in-between size, cut some length from two sides of a broadsheet spread. 

Instructions:
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Have the children turn the folded page horizontally, with the folded edge on the top. Fold the two top corners down so that they meet in the centre forming two triangles. 

2. To make the brim, fold the top piece of paper from the bottom edge up halfway to the body. Fold the same edge one more time so that it overlaps the triangles. 
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3. Turn the hat over, and repeat the two folds on the opposite side. Tuck in the paper at each end and fasten with a little tape to keep it all together.
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Cont’d
4. Draw some crossbones (or use the template) on the centre of a piece of cardboard and cut out the shape to form a stencil. 
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5. Have the children paint over stencil using a tray of black acrylic paint and a small roller. They could also colour in the stencil with a black marker or crayon.

6. Have the children one stick some feathers on for good measure. 
7. When it's done, the children can don hat and retire to pirate ship, shouting 'shiver me timbers' at the top of their voices!
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Craft for: Captain Flinn and the Pirate Dinosaurs
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Spyglass Telescope
Materials:
· Two paper tubes for each child, one which will fit inside the other

· Construction paper 
· Wooden sticks

· Scotch tape

· Plastic wrap

Instructions:

1. Take a small square of plastic wrap and cover one end of the outer tube.  Secure the plastic wrap with tape.  This is the glass lens for the spyglass. Don't worry if it is not neat because you will be covering the edges of the plastic wrap in the next step.
[image: image27.png]



2. Have the children cover the outside of their tubes with construction paper. On the outer tube, add a narrow strip of yellow around the end that has the plastic wrap.
3. The children can put one tube completely inside the other and use a little bit of tape over one end to keep them together.
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4. Make four marks at equal distances around the outside of each child’s tube.

Cont’d
5. Using a book as a straight edge and the marks you just made, draw four lines down the length of the tube starting and ending about a half inch from the ends.
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6. Stand each child’s tube up (with the plastic wrap end down) and very carefully cut four slits along the lines you just drew.  Make sure that your knife goes through both paper tubes.
7. Have the children push a wooden stick into one of the slits and pull it out of either one of the slits next to it.  Do the same for the other side.
8. Trim the wooden sticks on each child’s telescope so that there is only a little more than a quarter inch exposed on each end.
9. The children can then slide the inner tube out as far as possible.  Make sure the sticks are positioned at the end of the outer tube that is opposite from the glass (plastic wrap).
10. Put a piece of tape beside each stick on the outer tube to close the slit.  This will prevent the sticks from moving when the children are extending their telescopes.
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11. Initially, the tubes will not slide very easily.  As the spyglass is used it may loosen up and allow the sticks to fall out.  To prevent this, you may want to put a small ball of play dough or play clay on the ends of each stick to prevent them from falling out.
Craft for: Come Away From the Water Shirley
Shiny pirate jewellery

Materials:

· Aluminum foil

· Strands of ribbon or wool

· A wool needle (ie. A large, thick needle with a blunt end)

· Aluminum pie trays (optional)

Instructions:

1. Give each child a needle threaded with a piece of wool or ribbon.

2. Have the children scrunch a piece of foil loosely.
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3. The foil ball can be threaded onto the ribbon/wool. Repeat this process to the end of the ribbon/wool.

4. Have the children give the foil balls a little extra scrunch to keep them in place on the necklace.
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5. For added bling, make some medallions by drawing on and stabbing a foil pie case with a wool needle. Make a hole in the top and thread it on!
6. If you don’t want the children using a needle, they could just tightly wrap pieces of foil around the ribbon or wool instead of threading. Use a bit of glue to keep the foil in place.
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Craft for: Edward and the Pirates

Clothespin Pirate
Materials:

· Clothespin

· Craft foam

· Thread

· Aluminum foil

· 2 pony beads

· Black construction paper

· Black felt

· PVC ring

· White and black markers

· Hot glue

· Scissors

· Hole punch

· Glue stick

Instructions:  

1. Trace the pirate hat, shirt, and pants, and sword on craft foam for each child using the patterns below (adjust the pieces to the size of clothespin being used. 

2. Carefully cut them out with scissors, or have the children do this. 

3. Have the children draw the eyes and mouth of the pirate on the clothespin, and draw crossed bones on the hat with the white marker. 

4. Hot glue the shirt to the clothespin first. Then hot glue the pants and hat to the clothespin. 

5. Hot glue the PVC ring to the back of the clothespin (use a smaller PVC ring to hold the slide on tight). Hot glue one pony bead to the middle of the back of the head as shown in the photo below. 
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Cont’d
6. Make the eye patch by punching a 1/4" hole out of the black construction paper. 

7. Hot glue the hole to the middle of a piece of thread about 2" long. Or just hot glue it over one eye. Position the hole over one eye and hot glue the thread in place on the back of the head. 

8. Have the children use the glue stick on the sword and wrap the aluminum foil around the sword. 

9. Hot glue a long piece of thread to the front of the sword's handle. Hot glue the sword's handle to the back of the pirate's arm. 

10. Run the thread through the pony bead and PVC ring and tie the second pony bead to other end of thread. 

11. Make one shoe by cutting an oval out of black felt or construction paper. 

12. Hot glue the shoe onto one leg and trim it to look more like a shoe. You can use a black marker to color the bottom of the clothespin to make it look more like a shoe. 
13. When the children pull on the end of the string, the pirate’s arm and sword will move.

14. The shape of the shirt is critical for the motion. If the arm is not cut up high enough the arm won't bend properly. For younger children, you could pre-cut the shirts for them.
15. To simplify the pirate for younger children or a shorter period of time, just have the children glue on the clothes, hat and sword, without the mechanisms for movement (thread, pony beads, and PVC ring).
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Craft for: Fluffy: Scourge of the Sea


Lovely Log Rafts
Materials:

· Brown construction paper

· Craft sticks

· White paper

· Tape

Instructions:

1. Give each child a couple pieces of brown paper. Have them fold each piece in half and in half again, then unfold and cut along the fold lines. This could also be done ahead of time.

2. Have the children roll each piece of paper into a log and tape in place. 

3. The children can then bind the logs together with tape to create a raft.
4. Next, insert a craft stick in the center pointing upwards for a mast. Lay logs on either side of it to help support it.
5. Have the children create a sail for their rafts with a white piece of paper. Trim it so it is an appropriate rectangle size for the raft. Cut a horizontal slit at the top and the bottom of the sail about one inch from the edge and slip it over the craft stick. Bow out the paper so it looks like wind is catching it.
6. This craft could also be done with real twigs so the raft can float in water.
Craft for: How I Became a Pirate

A Parrot for a Pirate
Materials:

· Paper

· Card stock

· Tacky glue

· Scissors

· Markers

· Coloured feathers

· Googly eyes

· Tape

Instructions:

1. Print out the parrot template for each child.

2. Have the children glue the template onto card stock and cut it out.

3. The children can then decorate the parrot with markers and use tacky glue to adorn it with coloured feathers and a googly eye. 
4. Finally, fold the paper tab along the creases and tape the bird to your pirate's shoulder.
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Craft for: Jolly Roger and the Pirates of Captain Abdul
Cardboard pirate hat

Materials:

· Long strip of thin cardboard (any colour)

· Piece of black card

· White foam or construction paper
· Scissors

· Glue

· Stapler

· Optional: feathers, sequins and stickers

Instructions:

1. For each child, cut a long strip of thin cardboard (or construction paper) that will fit around the child’s head.
2. Print out the hat template for each child to trace onto the black card and cut out.
3. Print out the Jolly Roger for each child to trace onto white foam or print onto white construction paper. Have the children cut out the Jolly Roger and stick onto their hats.
4. If desired, the children cat tape on some colourful feathers and stick on some sequins or stickers to form a contrasting border.
5. Staple the hat onto the headband for each child, so they can wear their hats.

[image: image39.jpg]






.



[image: image40.jpg]



[image: image41.jpg]



Craft for: The Night Pirates

Islands
Materials:

· Blue construction paper

· Other coloured construction paper

· Scissors

· Glue

· Something to colour with

Instructions:

1. To create an island, either print out the template for each child or have the children create their own island shapes on coloured or white paper.

2. Have the children glue their island shapes onto a piece of blue construction paper for an ocean background.
3. The children can add palm trees, building, a house, etc. to their islands. They could draw these on or cut the shapes out of paper and blue them on. There is a palm tree template provided as well.
4. The children can add pirates, a pirate ship, a treasure chest, a bit X for X marks the spot, and anything else they would like.

5. The children can also add waves and fish around the island.

6. Have the children give their new islands a name.
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Craft for: Once Upon a Tide
Pirate money and felt pouch
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Materials:

· Piece of felt about 15 inches square

· Marker

· Elastic

· Cardboard

· Hole punch

· Lids or small cups to trace around

· Scissors

· Aluminum foil

Instructions:

Money Pouch

1. Cut out a large circle of felt for each felt with a series of holes punched around the circumference of the circle, approximately one inch in from the side.

2. Have the children thread a piece of elastic through the holes.
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The children can then pull the elastic tight to gather in the bag. Tie a strong knot in the elastic. Be sure that the elastic is loose enough for the children to get the coins in and out, but tight enough to make sure that the contents won't spill out. Then tie the elastic onto a belt or wrist and cut off any loose ends.
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Pirate Money
1. Have the children trace some circular shapes onto a piece of cardboard and cut the shapes out. Make sure the circles will be small enough to fit in the money pouches.

2. The children can then wrap the circles in aluminium foil to make shiny coins. 
3. Have the children put the coins in their money pouches.

Craft for: Pirate Mom

Pirate Swords
Materials:

· Heavier weight paper

· Construction paper

· Aluminum foil

· Scissors

· Tape or glue

Instructions:

1. Print out the template pieces for each child. Have the children trace the sword blade piece onto the heavier weight paper and the handle onto construction paper.
2. The children can wrap the sword blade in foil to make it a sparkling silver color.

3. Cut 2 slits in the sword handle along the dotted lines. The children can slip the handle over the bottom of the blade (the skinniest part) as shown in the picture, to form a u-shape. Be sure that enough space is left for the child’s hand to grip the sword. 

4. To make the handle easier to grip, cut the 2 rectangular pieces out of the heavier paper and tape or glue to the handle. Wrap in more foil. Wrap more foil around the very bottom of the handle to make the curved part stay in place.
5. If desired, the children can cover the part of the sword they hold on to in paper to match the curved part of the handle.

[image: image47.jpg]



[image: image48.png]



[image: image49.emf][image: image50.emf]
Alternate Craft for: Pirate Mom

Pirate Gold
Materials:

· Heavier weight paper

· Scissors

· Aluminum foil

· Markers

Instructions:

1. Give each child a piece of heavier weight paper.

2. Have the children cut out a variety of circular and square shapes from the paper.

3. The children can then cover the pieces in foil.

4. Have the children decorate their pieces with markers. They can draw faces, inscriptions, patterns, etc.

5. The pieces could also be covered in gold paint or markers to look more like real gold.
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Craft for: Pirate School

Paper Sand Dollars
Materials:

· Glue

· Card stock

· Cotton pads (or packing foam)

· Clothespins

· Dry barley

Instructions:

1. For each child, draw a pair of circles about 3 inches in diameter on white or cream-coloured card stock. Have the children cut the circles out.

2. Have the children sandwich the 2 circles together with a round cotton pad or circle of packing foam between them. 
3. The children can then glue the circles together, using clothespins to hold them in place until the glue has dried. 
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4. Finally, have the children glue on a star-shaped design of dry barley, as shown.
5. The children could also put dry barley inside the sand dollars before gluing the 2 circles together, so they make a noise when shaken.
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Craft for: Pirates Don't Change Diapers

Eye Patch and Hook
Materials:

· Black cardboard

· Elastic or string 

· Hole punch

· Cardboard

· Styrofoam cup

· Aluminum foil

Instructions:

Eye patches

1. Have the children draw and cut out an eye patch from the black cardboard. These could also be drawn ahead of time.

2. Punch a hole on each side of the eye patch. If using elastic, use a piece long enough to fit comfortably around the child’s head. Tie an end of the elastic through each hole. If using string, use 2 pieces. Tie one piece through each hole. The strings can be tied together around the child’s head to keep the eye patch on.
Hooks

1. Draw a hook shape on cardboard. Either have the children draw their own or trace the template onto the cardboard. Make sure the hooks have a long stem

2. Have the children cut out their hooks and cover with aluminum foil.

3. Cut a hole in the bottom of a Styrofoam cup for each child. 

4. Have the children slide the long stem of the hook into the cup.

5. The children can put their hands inside of the cups and hold onto the stem of the hook. It will look like a pirate’s hook.

6. The children could also decorate the cup.
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Craft for: Shiver Me Letters: A Pirate ABC
Secret Maps
Materials:

· White or off-white paper, or paper grocery bags
· Construction paper

· Glue

· Something to colour with

· Scissors

· String

Instructions:

1. First give each child a piece of white or off-white paper or grocery bag (the off-white will look more like an old map).

2. Have the children crumple the paper into a ball and unfold it. Do this several times so the map will look old and worn. The children can also tear the paper at the edges so they look jagged.

3. Another way to make a worn-looking map is to soak the white paper in coffee or tea for a few minute and then allow to dry. This might have to be done beforehand.
4. The children can then decorate their maps. They can draw an island, with a big X. They could add a few obstacles, such as a swamp, a mountain, sharks, etc. They can draw a path around the obstacles to show the way to the treasure. Shapes could also be cut out of construction paper and glued to the map.
5. When finished, the children can roll up their maps and tie with a string.
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Craft for: Sloop John B: A Pirate's Tale

Pirate Ships
Materials:

· Coloured construction paper

· White paper

· Crayons

· Scissors

· Glue

· Craft scissors

· Tape

Instructions:

1. Print out the templates for each child on the white paper. Have the children cut the pieces out.

2. Give each child a piece of blue construction paper. Have the children glue or tape their pirate ships to the paper.

3. Next, the children can glue or tape craft sticks onto their ships as masts, and then glue or tape the sails onto the masts.
4. The children can now colour and decorate their ships. They can add waves, seagulls, a skull and crossbones flag, etc.

5. If desired, the children can also add simple pirates. Tape or glue black hats onto small craft sticks, add faces to them, and slip them inside the boat. If gluing the boat onto the blue paper, add the pirates before gluing.
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Craft for: Tough Boris
Felt eye patch and flag
Materials:

· Black felt

· Thin black hat elastic

· Hole punch

· White acrylic paint or crayons

· Stick

· Scissors

Instructions:

Eye Patch

1. Have each child cut out an eye patch shape from a piece of black felt.

2. Punch a hole in each side and tie black hat elastic to each of the holes.
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Pirate Flag

1. Give each child a piece of black felt cut in a triangular flag shape.
2. Use the jolly roger template to make a stencil. Using the stencil, have each child paint or colour a white jolly roger onto their flag.
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3. Cut small x's into the side of the felt and thread through a stick to make a flag.
[image: image60.jpg]By




[image: image61.emf]
Craft for: You Can Do Anything, Daddy!
Treasure Bottle
Materials:

· Clear plastic soda bottle

· Trinkets, such as beads, charms, or plastic insects

· Rice

Instructions:

1. Give each child a soda bottle with the label removed.

2. Have each child put a handful of trinkets in the bottle.

3. Add the uncooked rice to fill the bottle two thirds of the way and tightly screw on the cap. Shake well to conceal the objects.

4. The children can then twist and turn the toy to see how many treasures they can spot inside.

Tips: 
Objects such as coins and pebbles tend to gravitate into the middle, while lightweight plastic beads, buttons, and trinkets are easier to spot.
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Craft for: Pirate Pete
Toilet Roll Pirate

Materials:

· Toilet paper tube

· Paper

· Something to colour with

· Scissors

· Glue

Instructions:

1. Print out the template for each child.

2. Have the children colour and cut out the template pieces.

3. The children can then glue the large rectangular piece on first to cover the tube.

4. Glue the boots onto the bottom of the toilet roll, then the head and arms.

5. Finally, have the children glue on the sword to one of the hands.
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Craft for: The Little Pirate

Ship in a Balloon

Let's be honest here, as cool as they are, ships in bottles are likely a bit much for kids to make (they're a bit much for a lot of grown ups to make too!).  But a ship in a balloon is a snap and it's just as neat!

Materials:

· Clear balloon (try craft stores or balloon/party stores)

· Small toy ship

· Something to hold the ship and balloon (such as a margarine or yoghurt container)

Instructions:

1. Each child will need a balloon with a toy ship shoved inside it. You can either put the ships in ahead of time, or let the children try with some assistance.

2. Help the children put 1 to 2 cups of water (depending on the size of the balloon) into the balloon (you might want to use a funnel... you can make one by making a cone out of paper). The balloon may need to be blown up a bit first and the air let out to stretch the balloon out, to make it easier to get the water in.

3. Blow up and knot each child’s balloon.

4. Have the children set their balloons on some sort of holder.

5. The children could also paint their holders or cover with construction paper.

Craft for: Henry and the Buccaneer Bunnies

Pirate Treasure Chest

Materials:

· Empty tissue box

· Black and yellow construction paper

· Scissors

· Glue

· Something to colour with

Instructions:

1. Give each child a tissue box. Have the children cover their boxes on all sides with black construction paper. Use enough glue that when they slit open the top the paper will stick.
2. Cut around 3 sides of each child’s box, about an inch from the top (so the treasure chest opens). You will need to bend back the cardboard on the remaining, attached side so the chest opens and closes nicely.
3. The children can then glue a piece of yellow red construction paper, felt or tissue paper to the inside of the "lid" and chest (so it looks like a nice velvety lining.

4. Print out the template pieces for each child. Have the children colour and cut out all of the pieces.

5. The children can then glue the Keep Out warning on the lid of the chest, the lock to the front and the handles on the side.

6. Give the children ½ inch strips of yellow construction paper to glue to all of the edges of the chest.

7. As an option, have the children glue sequins, fake jewels or painted rocks onto the lid for a jewel encrusted treasure chest.
8. For the key, you may want to have the children glue the template to cardboard and cut it out for more durability.
9. You could also have some gold chocolate coins for the children to put into their chests.
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