12

Craft for Astro Bunnies

Control Panels
Materials:

· A variety of small boxes

· Aluminum foil

· Pipe cleaners

· Bottle tops

· Any other suitable material on hand
Instructions:

1. Give each child a box to cover with the aluminum foil.

2. There are many ways in which the children could decorate their control panels. One is to make one (or several) holes into the box, to put a pipe cleaner through. A bottle top can be glued to the end of the pipe cleaner sticking out to create a knob.
3. The children could add other sorts of materials, such as pompoms, scraps of paper, buttons, etc to their control panels.

Good plastic bottle lids for knobs: dishwashing liquid, squeeze-style mustard or relish, water or sports drink, glue
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Craft for Hedgie Blasts Off
Souped-up Saucers
Materials:

· Paper plates and bowls (if possible, use standard-weight, slightly glossy)

· Scissors

· Double sided foam tape, regular tape, or glue

· Glow in the dark stickers (or regular)

· Coloured or metallic markers’

Instructions:

1. Create a cockpit door by making 2 straight scissor cuts in each bowl, as shown, about 2 inches apart. Either do this ahead of time or have the children do it.
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2. Have the children stick together 2 plates, one nesting inside the other, with the double sided foam tape. They can then tape the rim of the bowl to the bottom of the plates. Alternatively, use regular tape or glue instead of the foam tape.
3. The children can then decorate their UFOs with the stickers and markers, or anything else they would like.
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Craft for Hello, Harvest Moon

Starlight Mobile
Materials:

· Cardboard

· Aluminum foil

· Scissors

· Glue

· Dark coloured thread

· Tape

· Optional: tinsel

Instructions:

1. Use the template moon and stars to trace onto cardboard. Have the children cut these shapes out.

2. Next, have the children use the cardboard shapes to trace onto the aluminum foil. They should trace foil shapes for each cardboard shape. The foil shapes can be cut out.

3. The children can then glue the foil shapes to either side of the cardboard shapes. Alternatively, the children could just wrap the cardboard shapes in pieces of foil, without tracing and cutting the foil. Or have all the shapes cut out of the cardboard and foil beforehand, so the children just have to glue.
4. As an option, the children could glue tinsel to the stars.

5. Next, tape a dark-coloured thread from each star to the moon. Glue a long piece of thread along the inside curve of the moon to hang the mobile from.
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Templates
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Craft for How to Catch a Star

Shooting Stars


Materials:
· Black paper
· White paper
· Scissors

· Heavier weight paper

· Glue or tape

· Crayons or markers

Instructions:

1. Print out the template page for each child to colour and cut out.

2. [image: image12.png]


Give each child a piece of black paper with a diagonal slit cut in the paper, and a small vertical slit about one inch long at the end of the diagonal slit, leaving a space between the slits.

3. Give each child a paper strip cut from the heavier weight paper about ¾ inch wide and about the length of the black paper. This will be the sliding strip that will move the star across the sky.
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Give each child a small paper strip about 1 ½ inches long and ½ inch wide. Have the children fold this in half and tape one of the halves to the end of the long paper strip.

5. [image: image14.png]


Next the children can push the other half of the small piece of paper through the diagonal slit in the paper and slip other the end of the long paper strip through the vertical slit at the end of the diagonal cut. 
6. Glue or tape a large shooting star to the tab, so the star will shoot back and forth across the page as you move the paper strip. 
7. Have the children decorate the front of the black paper with other stars, a moon, and anything else they would like to add, and then cover the back of the picture with the other piece of black paper.
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Craft for If You Decide to Go to the Moon
Egg Carton/Cup Rocket Ship

Materials:

· Egg carton

· Styrofoam cups

· Pipe cleaners

· Markers, paint, or other materials to decorate

· Scissors

· Glue

Instructions:

1. Give each child one egg carton section with the rough edges trimmed off, for the nose of the rocket ship, and 3 Styrofoam cups.

2. Have the children the wide ends of 2 cups together for the body section, and then glue the narrow end of the third cup to the narrow end of one of the already glued other cups.

3. The children can then glue the egg carton section to the narrow end of the cup for the nose.

4. Have the children use the pipe cleaners to make antenna and the rocket’s vapour trail.

5. The children can further decorate their rockets with stickers, markers, paint, etc.
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Craft for I Want to be an Astronaut
Space Rocket

Materials:
· Paper towel tube
· 1 sheet white construction paper
· Tin foil
· Red and yellow tissue paper
· Small cardboard box
· Round lid
· Glue
· Scotch tape
Instructions:

1. Have the children cover their paper towel tubes with the tin foil.

2. Use the round lid to trace a circle on the construction paper for each child.

3. Have the children cut out the circles and cut a slit in the edge of the circle to the center, or do this beforehand.

4. The edges of the circle should overlap to form a cone. Tape the cone together for the children and have them cover the cone in the tin foil.

5. The children can then glue the cone to the top of the silver paper towel tube.

6. Use the cardboard box (or other suitable object) to cut out 3 triangles for each child. These can also be wrapped in tin foil.

7. Have the children glue one triangle to the top of the rocket and two on the sides.

8. Finally, the children can glue strips of the tissue paper to the bottom end of the rocket.
Craft for Jimmy Zangwow's Out-of-this-World Moon Pie Adventure
Zany Aliens
Materials:

· Green Foam Feet
· 2 Pair Green Foam Hands 
· 3 Green Pipe Cleaners 
· Wiggle Eyes -- 20mm
· 3" Styrofoam Ball

· Foam Brush and Paint

· Tacky Glue and Low Temp Glue Gun
· Foamie Shapes
· Scissors 
Instructions:

1. Squish down on a 3" Styrofoam ball for each child, to flatten the bottom.

2. Have the children paint their balls green, or do this beforehand. The balls could also be covered in bits of paper to add colour instead of painting.

3. Give each child a pipe cleaner cut in 4 equal pieces. Glue a foamie hand to the end of each pipe cleaner. 
4. Have the children curl 2 pipe cleaners around their fingers or a marker. Slide off and glue on a wiggle eye. 
5. Glue the feet together at the heels as shown above and glue the flatten part of the painted ball to the feet. 
6. Push in the arms and eyes. 
7. The children can glue on foamie pieces to further decorate.
8. Instead of using the ready-made hands and feet, the children could also design their own, out of the craft foam or construction paper. Other colours besides green could also be used.
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Craft for Long Night Moon
Moon & Stars Basket
Materials:

· Paper or plastic cup

· Coloured tissue paper

· Construction paper

· Pipe cleaners

· Scissors

· Crayons

· Glue

· Tape

Instructions:

1. Have the children wrap the outsides and the very top of the insides of their cups in the coloured tissue paper.
2. Have the moon and stars templates printed out for each child to cut out and colour.

3. The children can attach the moon and a couple of stars to a pipe cleaner. They can do this either by threading the pipe cleaner through a pre-punched hole, or just taping the moon and stars to the pipe cleaner.
4. Next, the children can attach each end of the pipe cleaner to either side of the cup, on the inside, with tape and/or glue.

5. The children can then glue their extra stars to the outside of the cup.
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Craft for Moon Plane
Planet Earth 
Materials:

· Paper (blue, green, brown)
· Scissors
· Cotton
· Stapler
· Glue
· Tissue paper
· Ribbon 
Instructions:

1. For each child, cut out 2 large circles from the blue construction paper and several “continents” (these can resemble the real continents, but don’t have to) from the green and brown paper.

2. Have the children glue the continents on the blue circles.

3. Give the children cotton balls to pull apart and glue on for clouds. A touch of blue glitter is great too! 
4. When dry, staple circles together, leaving an opening. Stuff carefully with tissue paper, and staple closed. Use ribbon or fishing line for hanging. 
5. Another option for this craft is to use just one sheet of blue paper, and leave it flat. Or you could print out the black and white map of the earth for the children to glue bits of paper on.
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Craft for Papa, Please Get the Moon for Me
Phases of the Moon
Materials:

· paper 
· construction paper

· scissors 
· tempera or poster paint (two or three different colors such as grey and yellow) or markers or crayons 


crescent,       half,       gibbous,       full,       gibbous,       half,       crescent   
Instructions:
1. Print the templates for each child. Size as you would like. You can do the full moon cycle, as shown above, or just the first four.
2. The children can either colour of paint their templates. Here are a few different painting techniques that could be used:
· Marble painting: Fill margarine containers about 1 inch deep with different colors of paint. Put two or three marbles in each container. Let the children stir the marbles around with a plastic spoon to coat with paint. Put the templates inside a cardboard box lid. Let the children scoop the marbles out of the containers and put them inside the box lid with the template. The children can gently tilt the box lid so the marbles roll around on the template leaving tracks of paint on the image.
· String painting: Put paint onto paper plates (fill them up quite well). Cut a piece of string or wool about a foot long. Dip the string in the paint (keep the ends dry so you can hold them). Pull the string taught and put onto the template. Repeat to make a number of string lines going all different directions -- use two or three colors to make it more exciting.
· Sponge painting: Put just a little paint on paper plates. Have the children dip a sponge into one of the colors and dab off the excess on a dry spot of the paper plate or a paper towel. Dab the sponge onto the template to make a textured look. Repeat with other colors.
3. The children can then cut out the template pieces and glue them in order on a large piece of construction paper.
4. Write the name of each phase of the moon under the corresponding template, or have the children do this.
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Craft for The Planets
Solar System Model
Materials:

· A round piece of cardboard about 1 ft across for each child (or whatever size you would like)
· Lots of colours of oak tag or construction paper
· Scissors
· Tape
· String
· Pencil, crayons, or markers
· A compass for making circles
Instructions:

1. Find the center of the large cardboard circle by drawing a line from top to bottom and a line from right to left. Where these two lines meet is the center of the circle. This will be the position of the Sun.
2. Using a compass, draw the orbits of the 9 planets (draw circles around the center of the piece of cardboard).
3. Using an awl, the sharp point of scissors, or a large nail, punch a series of holes in the cardboard. First punch a hole in the center (this is where the Sun will hang). Then punch one hole somewhere on each circle (orbit); a planet will hang from each hole. 
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4. Trace circles onto the oak tag or construction paper to represent the Sun and each of the planets for the children to cut out. 
5. Write the name of each planet on the back.

6. Tape a length of string to each planet (and the Sun). Lace the other end of each string through the correct hole in the large cardboard circle (Mercury goes in the inner orbit, Venus goes in the second orbit, Earth goes in the third, etc.). Tape the end of the string to the top side of the cardboard. After all the planets (and the Sun) are attached, adjust the length of the strings so that the planets (and Sun) all lie in a plane.
7. To hang the models, tie three pieces of string to the top of the cardboard - then tie these three together. Tie them to a longer string.
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Craft for Star Climbing
Star Mobile With Paper Folded Stars 
This craft could also be done with simple cut-out stars instead of the paper folded stars.
Paper Stars
Materials: 
· Paper

· Scissors

· ruler and pencil (optional) 
Instructions:
	1. Cut paper into strips about 1/2" wide and 8 inches long.
2. Take one paper strip and tie a knot close to one end of the strip (diagram 1). Flatten the knot into a five-sided shape (a pentagon). 
3. Tuck the short end into the knot (diagram 2). You might have to cut it a bit shorter so that it fits completely into the knot. 
4. Fold the long strip over the pentagon creating more layers (diagram 3). Keep folding until the strip is too short to fold over another time. Tuck the end into a knot.
5. Gently pinch up two sides of one point with the thumb and first finger of one hand, while pushing down with the first finger of the other hand, inside the point (picture A). 
6. Work your way around each of the five points. You may need to do it a second time to get a true star shape.
7. Have each child make 5 or 6 stars. Or you could do this ahead of time.
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Make a Star Mobile
Materials:

· paper stars (see above), or use the star template
· thread (gold or black is best)

· gold or silver pipe cleaner

1. If using the star template, have the children colour and cut out their stars, about 5 or 6 each.

2. Cut a 10-15 cm (4-6 inch) piece of gold thread to glue to each star.

3. Have the children shape the pipe cleaners into stars, spirals, or any shape they would like to create a hanger.

4. The children can then tie the stars on the hanger. 

Star Templates
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Craft for Stargazers
Star Gazers
Materials:

· Empty toilet paper tube

· Black paper

· Toothpicks

· Tape or glue

· Markers or crayons

Instructions:

1. Give each child an empty toilet paper tube and a circle of black paper.

2. Have the children cover one end of the tube with the paper, and glue or tape in place.

3. The children can then gently push a toothpick through the black paper to create tiny holes.
4. Next have the children decorate their tubes with crayons or markers.

5. To use them, have the children hold their scopes up to the light and look through the uncovered end. This will look like a mini-planetarium.

Craft for Stars! Stars! Stars!
Stained Glass Star

Materials:

· Black construction paper

· Coloured tissue paper or cellophane

· Heavier weight white paper

· Glue

· Scissors

Instructions:

1. Have a star frame template for each child to trace onto black paper and cut out. Or, do this ahead of time.

2. Next give each child a piece of heavier weight white paper a bit larger than the star frame.

3. Have the children cover the white paper with small pieces of tissue paper or cellophane in a variety of colours, creating a stained glass design. The children can make whatever sort of stained glass design they would like.

4. The children can then glue the black star frame onto the stained glass design and allow it to dry a bit.

5. Finally, the children can the excess white paper from around the frame.

Template
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Craft for The Sun is My Favorite Star

Sun Faces
Materials:

· Craft stick

· Construction paper

· Crayons and/or markers

· Tissue paper

· Glue or tape

· Optional: glitter, other materials
Instructions:

1. Print out the template for each child to cut out. This can either be on yellow paper or on white paper for the children to colour. Alternatively, the children could design their own sun faces to cut out.
2. Have the children attach a craft stick to the bottom of the sun with glue or tape.

3. Next the children can decorate their suns. This could be with crayons, markers, tissue paper, glitter, other scraps of paper, or anything they could like to use.


Template
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Craft for There's No Place Like Space
Space Collage
This craft can be done either as a shoebox collage or as a flat paper collage, whichever you prefer.
Materials:

· Paper (heavier if doing the shoebox collage)
· Scissors

· Glue

· Tinfoil

· Something to colour with

· Optional: shoebox and string

Instructions:

1. Print out the templates for each child to colour and cut out.

2. Have the children cover the spaceship with tinfoil. They can either wrap the foil around the spaceship, or just glue on small pieces of foil all over the spaceship.

3. The children can glue on the NASA piece and the flag.

4. If desired, the children could also glue a magazine picture of a person where the window would be.

5. For the flat paper collage, simply have the children glue the planets and stars to a piece of black or blue construction paper (or a piece of white paper which has been painted or coloured a dark colour). 
6. The children could also add balled up pieces of tissue paper as small planets or stars.
7. The spaceship can be glued overtop of the collage.
8. For the shoebox collage, either paint the inside of the box a dark colour or cover with dark coloured paper.
9. The planets can be glue on the inside of the box.
10.  Poke a hole in the top of the spaceship and in the top of the tipped up shoe box.  Hang the spaceship with a piece of thread, fishing line or yarn (the thread or fishing line will be hard to see and will make the ship look like it's flying)
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Craft for Thomas and the Shooting Star

Comets

Materials:

· 2 inch Styrofoam ball

· Curling ribbon

· Straight pin with pearl-like top

· Glue

· Aluminum foil

Instructions:
1. For each child, have 6 pieces of ribbon about 3 feet in length. The pieces of ribbon need to be tied together at one end.
2. Give each child a Styrofoam ball, and poke a hole in one end with a pencil.
3. Have the children put a little glue in the hole.

4. Poke the tie end of the ribbon into the hole and secure with the pin. 
5. Cut a piece of foil, about 7" x 7" and have the children cover the ball allowing the comet's tail (ribbon) to come out through the foil. 
6. If you don’t want to use pins, tape could be used instead. The aluminum foil wrapped all around the ball will also help the ribbon stay in place

Craft for Zoo in the Sky: A Book of Animal Constellations
Constellation Imagination
Materials:
· Plain paper
· Pencil or pen
· Star stickers

Instructions:
1. Give each child a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.

2. Have the children close their eyes and make 5 to 7 dots on the paper.
3. Next the children can place star stickers on the dots.
4. Have the children try to create their own constellation design out of the star stickers, like connect-the-dots.
5. To make this a little bit easier, the children could draw their design first, and then put the stickers onto the design.

