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Craft for Fall is not Easy 
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Autumn Leaves Crown

Materials:

· orange, red, brown or yellow construction paper

· 2 pipe cleaners

· Pencil

· Scissors 
· Tape

· Paper

· tissue paper (yellow and red)

· thread (white)

· OPTIONAL: stickers, markers, glitter or gel pens to decorate
Instructions:

1. Print out the template for each child to colour and cut out.

2. Cut a strip of construction paper long enough to wrap around each child’s head (may need to tape 2 pieces together).

3. Have the children make 5 or 6 tissue paper flowers and tape to the front of the crown:

· stack 3 or 4 squares of tissue paper on top of each other (size should be about 4"x4")

· fan fold (accordion fold) the tissue paper

· tie tightly in the center with a piece of thread

· separate the layers one at a time

· roll a piece of scotch tape to attach the flower to the front of the crown (long construction paper strip)

4. The children can then wrap the pipe cleaner around a pencil to make a 'spring' with it.  

5. Straighten about 1/2 inch of the top and bottom of the spring (so it's easier to do the taping).

6. Repeat with the other pipe cleaner.

7. Tape a leaf onto the top of each pipe cleaner.  Flip over and glue or tape the 3rd and 4th leaf onto the back of the 1st and 2nd (to sandwich the pipe cleaner in between the leaves).

8. Tape both pipe cleaners to the long piece of construction paper so they either sit at the front of the head or the sides of the head 

9. Tape the construction paper ends together to form a crown that fits snugly on the child’s head.
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Craft for Firefighters' Thanksgiving
Chenille Stem Turkey
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Materials:

· Wire cutters 
· 1 Red bumpy chenille stem 
· 1 Orange bumpy chenille stem
· 1 Brown bumpy chenille stem 
· 1 Yellow bumpy chenille stem
· 2 Tan chenille stems (bumpy would look cute)
· Glue 
· 2 (5-6 MM) Wiggle eyes 
· 2 ounce paint bottle, or something of a similar size
Instructions:

1. Cut the brown bumpy chenille stem into 2 pieces that have 2 bumps each. 

2. Cut the red chenille stem into a 1 bump and another piece that has 2 bumps. 

3. Cut the orange chenille stem into 2 bumps. 

4. Cut the yellow chenille stem into 1 bump. 

5. Twist the end of one tan chenille stem to the end of the second tan chenille stem. 

6. Wrap the long tan chenille stem around the outside of a paint bottle. 

7. Slip one 2 bump brown chenille stem under all the layers of the tan chenille stem. Twist once to hold all the tan chenille stems together. (The brown will make the head) 

8. On the opposite side of the paint bottle slide the following 2 bump chenille stems under all the layers of the tan chenille stem in one area: one each of red, brown, and orange. Position the tan chenille close together on top of the narrow part of the coloured bumpy chenille. 

9. Bend the coloured chinless in half and twist once to hold the tan chenille stems in place. (see photo) 

10. Slide the turkey body off of the paint bottle. 

11. Bend the head (brown) up and over slightly. 

12. Bend the 1 bump red chenille stem in 1/2 and twist around the neck of the turkey. 

13. Take the 1 bump yellow chenille stem on the bottom tan chenille stem and twist around the tan chenille stem. Bend the middle of the stem in towards the turkey to resemble feet. 

14. Separate (fan) the tan turkey body out to give it a more rounded shape. 

15. Glue a wiggle eye on each side of the turkey's head. 

16. Fan out the red, brown, and orange tail feathers. (See photo) 
Regular chenille stem could be substituted if the bumpy is hard to find.

Craft for Fletcher and the Falling Leaves
Aluminum Foil Leaves
Materials:

· Aluminum foil
· Leaves
· Glue
· Construction paper 
Instructions:

1. Give each child a variety of fall leaves and a few pieces of aluminum foil.

2. Have the children place their leaves under the foil, and gently rub and press the foil with their hands to get a leaf print.

3. The children can then glue their leaf prints onto construction paper.

Alternate craft for Fletcher and the Falling Leaves
Leaf Shadow Paintings 

Materials: 
· Construction Paper
· Scotch tape
· Paper
· Paint brushes
· Paint 

Instructions:

1. Print out several leaf templates for each child to cut out.
2. Have the children attach the leaves to the construction paper with Scotch tape.
3. Give each child a paint brush and paint so they can paint over and around the leaves.
4. Once the paint is dry, the leaves can be carefully removed to reveal the leaf shapes.
5. Alternatively, the children could colour over the leaves with crayons or markers instead of paint.

Template
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Craft for Four Friends in Autumn
Leaf People 
Materials: 
· Crayons or markers

· A leaf
· Glue
· Construction paper
Instructions: 
1. Give each child a leaf. This will be the body of the leaf person.

2. Have the children glue their leaves onto construction paper.

3. Next, the children can add arms, legs, head, etc. with the crayons or markers.

4. The children could also make several leaf people for a leaf family. They could also decorate the construction paper further, with background scenery.

[image: image64.png]



Alternate craft for Four Friends in Autumn

Autumn Leaf Tree
Materials:

· Cardboard rolls, about 10 cm long
· Brown and red construction paper

· Scissors

· Tape or stapler

· Glue

Instructions:

1. Have the children cover the cardboard rolls with the brown construction paper.

2. Have a semicircle (plate-sized) drawn on red construction paper for each child to cut out.

3. The children can then fold the semicircles into cone shapes, and staple or tape in place.

4. Print out a handful of leaf templates for the children to cut out and colour in fall colours. Alternatively, just print the templates on yellow and orange paper.

5. The children can fold the leaves in the middle for more depth.

6. Have the children glue the leaves onto the cone, and then glue the cone onto the cardboard roll.

Template
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Craft for Giving Thanks

Thankful Wreath of Leaves
Materials:

· A plain white paper plate 

· Construction paper (orange, red, yellow, brown, and other earth tones) 

· Crayons or markers 

· Scissors
· Glue or a glue stick
Instructions:

1. Give each child a paper plate with a half circle cut out of the center.
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2. Print out about 15 leaves for each child from the leaf template. This can be either on white paper for the children to colour, or on a variety of fall-coloured paper. The children can also add the leaf veins.

3. Have the children glue their leaves all around the rim of the paper plate.

4. In the lower center of the wreath, write, "I am thankful for," and then let the child write or draw what they are thankful for. 
5. Put the child's name on the wreath (or let them sign it). 
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Craft for Go to Sleep, Groundhog!

Sleeping Groundhog

Materials:
· 2 Egg Carton Cups for each child
· Paint, markers, or crayons
· 1 ½ inch, 1 inch and ½ inch brown pompoms 

· Yarn or String 

· Felt 

Instructions:
1. Have the children glue 2 brown 1 ½ inch pompoms side-by-side in the bottom of one of the egg carton cups.

2. The children can then glue another one inch pom-pom on top of that. 
3. Add 2 brown, 1/2 inch pom-poms for ears and 4 brown, 1/2 inch pom-poms for legs. 
4. Cut out a small black circle for a nose (or use a small black pompom or bead) and 2 small lengths of yarn to make closed eyes. Use figure 1 as an example. 

5. Have the children place the egg carton cups on top of each other with the groundhog lying in the bottom cup. 
6. Tape together one side as shown in figure 2. 
7. Paint or colour the outsides of both egg carton cups green, or whatever color desired. 
8. Use a marker to draw a few Z's on the top cup as shown in figure 3. 
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The children can now look in the groundhog's hole and see him sleeping.
Craft for I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Pie
Pinecone Turkeys
Materials:

· Yellow and red felt

· Tacky glue

· Googly eyes

· Brown pompoms

· Pinecones

· Pipe cleaners

Instructions:

1. For each child’s turkey, cut out a yellow beak and a red wattle from felt.
2. Have the children glue the beak, wattle, and a pair of googly eyes onto a pom-pom to create the turkey's head.
3. The children can then glue the pom-pom head to the tip of a pinecone. Allow the glue to dry. 
4. Wrap a pipe cleaner around the middle of the turkey's cone body, starting from the top and twisting it together a few times on the underside. Separate the ends of the pipe cleaner (below the twists) and bend each tip into a 3-toed foot. 
5. For the turkey's tail, individually wrap 3 or 4 pipe cleaners around the back of the pinecone, starting from the underside and twisting them together a few times on the top of the pinecone to secure them. Then loop both ends of each pipe cleaner to shape tail feathers.
[image: image66.jpg]



Alternate Craft for I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Pie

Hands and Feet Turkey
Materials:

· Brown, red, orange and yellow construction paper

· Pencil

· Scissors

· Glue

· Optional: googly eyes and pipe cleaners

Instructions:

1. Trace around each child's feet using brown construction paper. These two pieces will be the turkey's body.
2. Trace around each child's hands using red, orange, and yellow construction paper. These 6 pieces will be the turkey's feathers.
3. Have the children cut the pieces out.
4. The children can then glue the two footprints together to make the turkey's body. (The heels make the head area.)
5. Cut out a round wattle and an orange beak. Glue the wattle, beak, and googly eyes (or paper eyes) to the turkey's head. Make two legs from paper and glue then to the back of the body (or use pipe cleaners and tape them to the back).
6. Glue the handprint "feathers" to the back of the turkey.
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Craft for In November
Torn Paper Tree
Materials:

· Brown, red, orange, and yellow construction paper

· Glue

· Background construction paper

Instructions:

1. Give each child a one piece of construction paper for a background (such as blue or green) and pieces of the other colours as well.
2. Have the children make a torn paper trunk from the brown paper, glued onto the background paper.

3. The children can make torn paper leaves to put on their trees with the red, orange and yellow paper.

4. To make this craft a little bit easier, the tree-shape could be pre-drawn for the children to glue bits of paper onto.

Craft for Littlebat's Halloween Story

Halloween Bat Clips
Materials:

· Black paper (construction paper or cardstock) or black fun foam 

· Pencil 
· Scissors
· Clothespin
· Glue
· Googly eyes
Instructions:

1. Print out the bat template for each child to trace onto the black paper or foam and cut out (or trace ahead of time).

2. Have the children glue the wings and the body onto the clothespins.
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3. The children can then glue googly eyes onto the bat.

4. If desired, the children could each make a few bats.

Clip these great bats all around the house - on curtains, furniture, tablecloths, and anywhere else a bat would like to perch.
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Craft for Moonlight: the Halloween cat
Black Cat Hat for Halloween
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Materials:

· 2 pieces of black construction paper (one large, one regular size) [if you only have regular-size paper, you can use these black cats as great decorations, but they will be too small to wear]

· Small scraps of white, pink, and yellow construction paper 

· A pencil or white crayon 
· Scissors
· Black crayon or marker
· Stapler
· Glue
Instructions:

1. Draw and cut out a half circle from a large piece of construction paper for each child. Cut 4 legs from the scraps.
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2. Use the template to cut out a cat's head and a circle about the same size (this will be the cat's tail). Draw a spiral on the circle for the children to cut out.
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3. Use the template pieces for the yellow eyes, pink nose, pink mouth, and pink ears. Either print on white paper for the children to colour or onto coloured paper.

4. Using the black crayon or marker, give the cat vertical pupils.
5. Have the children fold the half-circle into a cone-shape, and staple in place.
6. Glue two of the cat's legs onto the bottom back of the hat.
7. Glue the tail to the back of the hat, between and above the legs
8. Glue the head to the front of the hat. Glue two of the cat's legs onto the bottom front of the hat. Make sure that the legs don't block the child’s eyes.
Templates

Cat head
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Yellow Eyes                                                                    Pink Nose
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Pink Mouth
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Pink inner ears
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Craft for Mouse's First Halloween
Fun Halloween Finger Puppets
Materials:

· Construction paper (black, white, orange, green, purple, yellow) 

· Black craft pen or Sharpie marker 
· Scissors
· White craft glue 

· Hot glue or tape 

Instructions:

1. Print off the patterns for each child, as many as desired.

2. Either print or trace onto coloured construction paper: white for mummy and ghost, black for cat and vampire, orange for pumpkin and green for witch. Have the children cut out the puppets, or do this ahead of time.

3. Have the children decorate their puppets with the black craft pen or marker. Draw wiggly lines across the front of the mummy, draw lines and facial features on the pumpkin, and draw a face on the ghost. 

4. If desired, have the children cut pieces of construction paper out to decorate the witch’s hat and dress, as well as the vampire’s purple face and shirt, and the cat’s yellow eyes. Use white craft glue to stick them on. Or just have the children colour the puppets as they would like. 

5. Once the puppets are decorated, wrap the bottom square section around each child’s finger for sizing. Remove from finger and hot glue them back together to form the tube. 
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Craft for Oliver Finds His Way
Magic Leaf Drawing
Materials:

· At least one leaf for each child

· White paper

· Crayons

Instructions:

1. Give each child a leaf to place on a flat surface.

2. Have the children cover their leaves with the white paper.

3. The children can colour over the leaf with a crayon so a leaf image will appear. Using the side of a crayon with no wrapping works well.
4. The children could do several leaves, and then glue the thin paper onto construction paper for backing.

Craft for Possum's Harvest Moon
Tissue Paper Leaf 
Materials: 
· Fall color tissue paper
· Heavy paper or tag board
· Glue

· Scissors
Optional:

· Hole punch

· String

Instructions:

1. Use the leaf template to trace a leaf pattern onto the heavy paper for each child to cut out, or cut out ahead of time.

2. Give each child tissue paper cut into small squares in a variety of colours.

3. The children can either glue the squares onto the leaf or crumple the squares into small balls and glue them onto the leaf.

4. The leaf can be hung as a decoration when dry. Just punch a hole in one end of the leaf and tie a piece of string through the hole.
Template
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Craft for Pumpkin Town! (Or Nothing is Better…

String of Jack-O'-Lanterns/Pumpkins
This craft can be made as jack-o-lanterns, or just as plain pumpkins.

Materials:

· Construction paper (orange and black)

· Crayons or markers 

· Scissors
· Glue, tape, or staples
· A long piece of green or black yarn or string
Instructions:

1. Print out the template pumpkins for each child to cut out on orange construction paper. Print about 6 for each child, or more if desired. 
2. If making the jack-o-lantern, have the children create eyes, a nose and a mouth for each pumpkin from the black construction paper, or just draw on with a black crayon or marker.
3. The children can also add lines to look like the grooves on a pumpkin.

4. Have the children fold the pumpkin’s stem in half.

5. Attach the pumpkin or ghost to a long string. Attach them using tape, glue, or staples.
6. The jack-o-lanterns or pumpkins are ready to be strung up.
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Templates
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Craft for Thanks for Thanksgiving

Thankful Turkey Craft
Materials:

· Brown, red, orange and yellow construction paper
· Pencil or marker
· Scissors
· Glue
· Googly eyes
Instructions:

1. Print out the template pieces for each child to either colour or trace onto the coloured construction paper.

2. Have the children glue the head and neck onto the body. Glue a tiny orange triangle for the beak and a little red blob for the wattle. 
3. The children can glue on the googly eyes.
4. Print out 5 turkey feathers for each child to colour or trace onto coloured paper.

5. Print out the smaller thankful ovals on white or pale yellow paper.

6. The children can glue the thankful ovals onto the feathers, and then write what they are thankful for (or draw a picture).

7. Next, have the children glue the feathers to the back of the turkey.
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Templates
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Alternate Craft for Thanks for Thanksgiving

Paper-Bag Turkeys
Materials:

· Scissors
· Medium sized brown bag (or regular lunch bag size)
· Newspaper
· Glue
· Googly eyes
· Red balloon
· Two large grocery bags
· Large rubber band
Instructions:
1. To make the head, stuff the bottom of the medium-sized bag with balled-up newspaper. Twist the top of the bag to form a long, skinny neck. 
2. Glue the googly eyes and the balloon wattle onto the face. 
3. For the turkey's body, use one large bag. Snip a hole through the front of the bag an inch from the bottom and fit the neck into it. Then, stuff the body two thirds full with newspaper. Close the top of the bag with the rubber band. 
4. To make tail feathers, cut four large half-circles from the remaining bag and then glue them in layers to the back of the body.
5. This craft can easily be done with different sizes of bags if large bags are hard to find, as long as one bag is smaller than the other two.
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Craft for Too Many Pumpkins

Jack-O'-Lantern Pouch Craft
Materials:

· Paper plate and 1/2 of the same size paper plate for each child
· Orange paint, construction paper, or tissue paper

· Black and green (or white) construction paper

· Glue
· Stapler

Instructions:

1. For each child, have a whole paper plate with the half paper plate stapled to the front to form a pouch.
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2. Have the children either paint the plate pouches orange, or cover with pieces of orange construction or tissue paper. This could be done by ripping 1 inch (ish) squares of construction/tissue paper and gluing them on with a mixture of 1/2 water and 1/2 regular children's white glue. This is sort of like mod podging.
3. Either print the template pieces onto coloured paper, or on to white paper for the children to colour and cut out. The template may need to be sized according to the size of paper plate being used.
4. The children can glue the pieces onto the pumpkin pouches. For the stem, cut along the dotted lines to make a squiggly vine.
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Craft for A Turkey for Thanksgiving
Turkey Hat
Materials:

· Scissors
· Brown paper bags or construction paper

· Cardboard (cereal box, etc.)
· Glue stick
· Coloured construction paper
· 2 small white pom-poms
· Black permanent marker
Instructions:

1. From the brown paper bags, cut a circle 3 1/2 inches in diameter for the turkey's head for each child. 
2. Next, cut a 3-inch-wide band to fit around each child's head. 
3. From the cardboard, cut a strip 5 by 1 1/2 inches to use for a neck. Have the children fold it three times accordion style, then glue one end to the back of the paper circle. 
4. For a beak, fold yellow construction paper and cut out a small double triangle (1 1/2 inches along the fold). Cut a rounded L from red paper for the turkey's wattle.
5. To create eyes, have the children draw a black circle on each pom-pom with the marker. Glue the eyes, wattle and one side of the beak to the head. Let them dry.

6. Then, glue the loose end of the neck to the center of the headband. 
7. Now, wrap the headband around each child's head; mark where the ends overlap, then remove the band and glue the ends. 
8. Print out the template feathers and wings for each child to trace onto different colours of construction paper and cut out.

9. Have the children glue on the feathers and wings.
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Feathers
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Craft for When Autumn Falls

Paper Plate Scarecrow
Materials:

· Paper plate

· Red pipe cleaners

· Brown felt or construction paper
· Yellow shredded tissue paper

· Pearly white buttons

· Blue buttons

· Orange fun foam or construction paper

· Artificial or paper fall leaf
Instructions:

1. Print out the hat template for each child to cut out of the brown felt or construction paper.
2. Have each child cut out a triangle from the orange fun foam or construction paper for a nose.

3. Give each child a red pipe cleaner with ¼ of the length cut off.

4. Give the children a couple of handfuls of the shredded tissue paper for hair.

5. Have the children arrange the hair on either side of the head and place the hat on top like the photo. Arrange the buttons for eyes, the orange fun foam triangle for the nose, the leaf on the hat and the pipe cleaner piece for the mouth.
6. Take the hat off of the hair. Lift up the shredded tissue paper hair and set it aside. Spread glue with the paintbrush on either side of the paper plate underneath the "hair" and press it back into place.

7. Lift up the pearl buttons, spread a generous amount of glue underneath and press the buttons back into place. Spread a small amount of glue on the flat side of the blue buttons and press them to the pearl buttons one at a time, holding them in place briefly so they don't shift. As an alternative, you could use googly eyes or just drawn on eyes instead of buttons if they are too fussy.
8. Spread glue on the back of the orange fun foam triangle and press it back into the predetermined place.
9. Bend the ends of the piece of pipe cleaner like the photo; spread glue on one side and press the pipe cleaner back down to the paper plate. Hold the pipe cleaner in place briefly until secure. Because the pipe cleaner is so stiff it may not lay flat so you can try to add more glue (which may or may not work) or just glue it on at a few points and it will be more dimensional.
10. Spread a bit of glue on the back of the fall leaf and press it to the center of the hat.
11. It is not absolutely necessary for the children to pre-plan where the parts of the scarecrow go. If it is easier, just have them glue the parts on without pre-planning.
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Craft for The Thanksgiving Door
Mini Pies
Materials: 
· Bottle Caps
· Red or Blue "E" Beads 
· Tacky Glue and Toothpick 
· Beige Felt 
· Sharp Scissors 
Optional:

· Tie Tacks or Jewellery Craft Pins 
· Low Temp Hot Glue Gun and Glue Sticks 

Instructions:
1. Give each child a few bottle caps and a variety of beads, so they can make cherry and blueberry pies.
2. Have the children fill the inside of the bottle cap with a thin layer of tacky glue.
3. Next the children can drop beads in, arranging them to completely fill the cap in a single layer. Use red for cherry pie and blue for blueberry pies.
4. Squeeze a thin layer of glue in the middle of the cap and add more beads to make a more rounded mound of beads.
5. Have pre-cut circles of felt to cover the pies, with a slit cut in the middle. Have the children glue a felt circle on top of each pie.
6. If desired, make pie crusts out of strips of felt as well. Cut really thin strips of felt to 2" long.  Loosely weave felt pieces using tiny dabs of glue to hold in place. These can be pre-made for the children. Alternatively, the children could just lay the strips on top of the pies without weaving, and trim off the excess
7. The pies could be made into pins by hot gluing a pin or tie tack to the back.
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Alternate craft for The Thanksgiving Door
Thanksgiving Lacing Craft with a Cornucopia, Drumstick, or Pumpkin

Materials:

· Wool or ribbon

· Single hole punch

· Scissors

· Pencil

· Card stock or poster board 

Instructions:

1. Print out the template of choice for each child. The template can be traced onto the card stock or poster board by the children or this can be done ahead of time. Either do this on coloured paper or on white paper for the children to colour.
2. Have the children cut out their shapes.

3. Next, punch holes all around each child’s shape, or have the children do this.

4. Give each child a length of wool or ribbon to thread through the holes.

5. Have the children practice tying knots and/or bows to tie off in the center.

6. Optional:  Let the children use glitter, paint or stickers to further decorate their completed project.
Shape-specific instructions:

1. For the cornucopia, lace with a simple running stitch in a circle to make the opening of the cornucopia. Use a blanket stitch or running stitch to stitch around the "horn" of the cornucopia. Tie a bow at the top of the opening. White, brown, grey, yellow or black wool or ribbon would be nice.

· Optional: Cut photos of fruits and vegetables from grocery advertisements and glue them onto your cornucopia.
2. For the drumstick, lace with any type of stitch around the meaty part of the drumstick (running stitch or blanket stitch would both be nice). Tie a bow where the bone is. White, brown, yellow or black wool or ribbon would be nice.
3. For the pumpkin, lace with any type of stitch around the outside (running stitch or blanket stitch would both be nice). Tie a bow at the top. White, brown, green, orange or black wool or ribbon would be nice.
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Cornucopia template
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Pumpkin Template
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