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Craft for: Ballet of the Elephants
Elephant Ears and Nose
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Ears
Materials: 
· Construction paper

· Crayons or markers

· Stapler or tape

Instructions:

1. For each child, cut a strip of construction paper about 2 inches thick and long enough to wrap around the child’s forehead and overlap in order to staple the ends together.

2. For the ears, fold a piece of paper in half and have the children draw a large, floppy elephant ear on one half.

3. Have the children cut out the ear through both halves of the paper, to create 2 ears. The children can further decorate and colour the ears as desired.

4. Put the bottom edge of each ear up against the strip of paper and staple or tape them in place. Once the ears are attached, staple or tape the ends of the strip together to snugly fit around each child’s fore head.
Trunk

Materials:

· Paper towel roll

· Yarn

· Gray paint, crayons, or paper

Instructions:

1. Give each child a paper towel roll. 

2. Have the children paint the roll gray, colour the roll gray, or cover the roll with gray paper.

3. Punch two holes near one end and tie on some yarn.

4. The trunk can be fitted over each child’s nose and tied around the head with the yarn.
Craft for: Circus Family Dog
Clown Hat

Materials:
· Large Piece of Paper 
· Crayons, Markers, or Paint 
· Stapler 
· Large pompom

Instructions:

1. Cut a large triangle shape out of construction paper for each child, large enough to fit around the child’s head.

2. Have the children decorate the triangle with crayons, markers or paint.
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3. Once decorated, the children can roll the triangle into a cone, fitting the bottom edge around the head, and staple the 2 sides together.

4. To help hold the hat on, staple a thin piece of elastic into the bottom edge so it fits under the chin. Or staple 2 pieces of string on opposite sides and tie under the chin.

5. To finish off, the children can glue a large pompom to the tops of their hats. The very tip of the cone may need to be cut off in order to accommodate the pompom. 

[image: image12.jpg]



Craft for: The Circus is Coming
Toilet Roll Horse

Materials:

· Toilet paper roll

· Something to colour with

· Scissors

· Glue

· Paper

Instructions:

1. Print out the template for each child to colour and cut out.

2. Next, have the children glue the large rectangular piece on first to cover the tube. Toilet paper rolls come in different sizes, so if you find the rectangle is a bit too big, just trim it down.  If you find it's a bit too small, just cut out another small piece to fill in the gap.

3. The children can then glue on the head and “arms”.

4. Have the children fold the tabs on the feet and the tail and glue them onto to the tp roll to give it a 3 dimensional effect.

[image: image3.png]Figure 1





[image: image4.png]MAEE A CLOWEN FACE

Cut out the pieces and assenble a clown face on another plece of
paper. This is a good choice making activity. Hhich hair do you want
to use? Uhich eyes should you use? Uhat color do you want your clown?

Bryack vianar 1998





Craft for: Circus Parade 
Clown Hair

Materials:

· Paper plate

· Colourful yarn

· Scissors

· Glue

Instructions:

1. Give each child a paper plate. Cut a center out of each plate to fit around each child’s head.

2. Have the children colour the paper plate ring.

3. Give each child short pieces of colourful yarn to glue around the edges. Make sure that the yarn is short enough (at least at the front) that is doesn’t hang in the child’s eyes.

4. The children can then put on their clown hair.

Craft for: Clown Child
Make a Clown Face
Materials:

· White and coloured paper

· Scissors

· Glue

Instructions:

1. Print out the template pieces for each child.

2. Have the children colour and cut out all of the pieces.

3. The children can then glue the pieces onto a coloured piece of paper. They will have to decide which eyes and which hair they would like to use.

4. The children could also create their own features to put onto their clown faces. They could also use other materials, such as a pompom nose.
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Craft for: Deep in the Jungle
Ring Masters Megaphone
Materials:

· Construction Paper

· Tape/Stapler

· Markers and Stickers
Instructions:

1. Give each child a piece of construction paper. Have the children decorate their paper to be bright and cheery. They can colour, use sticker, and glue on shapes of coloured paper.

2. Once the children are finished decorating, have them roll the paper into a mega phone shape and tape or staple in place.

3. This is a great craft to take outside when you are done making it. 
Alternate Craft for: Deep in the Jungle
Balloon Clowns
Materials:

· Paper plate

· Balloons

· Markers or paint

· Scissors

Optional:

· Yarn

· Party hat

· Red clown nose

Instructions:

1. Give each child a blown up balloon and a paper plate. The balloon is the clown’s head and the plate is the collar.

2. Have a small hole cut in the center of each plate for the tied end of the balloon to go through.

3. Have the children draw features on their clowns with a permanent magic marker or paint.

4. They could also glue on yarn for hair, a party hat, a large red nose, and big ears.

5. The children can also decorate the collar with the paint, markers, sequins, etc.

6. The children could also just decorate the balloons however they would like, instead of doing a clown.

Craft for: Emiline at the Circus
High Fliers
Materials:

· Plastic container, no lid

· Stretchy fabric, such as fleece or a piece of an old T-shirt

· Thick rubber band

· Stickers (optional)

· Pipe cleaners

· Scissors

· 4-hole buttons

Instructions:

1. Give each child a container and a circle of fabric large enough to cover the container.

2. Have the children secure the fabric over the mouth of the container with the rubber band. They may need helping to make it centered and taut. If desired, have the children decorate the container with stickers.

3. To make the acrobats, each child needs a pipe cleaner cut into 2 pieces, one 5 inches long, the other 7. Fold the small piece in half and thread the ends through 2 of the holes in the button. Press them flat against the back of the button so they stick down like legs. Bend them to make knees and feet. 
4. The children can make a head by bending the 7-inch pipe cleaner in half around their thumbs and then twisting it off at the neck. Thread the ends through the other 2 buttonholes and press them flat against the back of the button so they stick out like arms. 
5. To play: Bounce the acrobats off the center of the trampoline -- they'll flip, fly, and do other tricks. 
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Craft for: Milo’s Hat Trick
Magic Wand

This craft can be found in Amazing Magic Tricks, page 2. There are instructions on how to make a magic wand as well as a trick to do with the wand.
Craft for: Miss Bindergarten Plans a Circus with Kindergarten
Funny Clown Bows 


Materials:
· One 7X12 in. piece tissue paper
· Ruler
· Tape
· 1 pipe cleaner

Instructions:

1. Have each child place the tissue paper on the work surface so one of the long sides is closest to the child.

2. Have the children make a fold on a long side 1/2 in. from the edge, pressing hard to make the fold stay in place.

3. The children can then turn the paper over and make another fold about 1/2 in. from first fold. Turn and fold again and again until all the paper is folded.

4. Have the children wrap a piece of tape around the center of the folded paper and unfold the ends to make the bow.

5. Give each child a pipe cleaner to bend into the shape of the letter C. The pipe cleaner can then be taped to the center of the bow.

6. The bow can now be worn around the neck as a clown’s bow or on the head as a headband.

7. The children could also use a few different pieces of tissue paper in different colours to make their bows a bit more interesting, either accordion folded together or folded separately and then taped together in the middle.
Craft for: Moses Goes to the Circus
Cotton Candy

Materials:

· Paper towel roll 

· Coloured cotton balls (preferably pink and blue)

· Glue

Instructions:

1. Give each child a paper towel roll and a bunch of cotton balls.

2. Have the children pull apart each cotton ball to make them big and fluffy.

3. The children can then glue the cotton balls to the top ¾ of the paper towel roll.

Craft for: Oh Look!

Circus Cup Puppets 

Materials:

· Paper cups (in a variety of colours if possible)

· Construction paper

· Yarn

· Cotton balls

· Pipe cleaners

· Large craft sticks

· Scissors

· Glue

· Markers

· Felt, other craft supplies

Instructions:

1. Give each child a paper cup with a slit in the bottom the width of the craft sticks.

2. If the cups aren’t coloured, have the children cover their cups with coloured paper.

3. Have the children place the stick in the slit. The children can then cut 2 circles out of construction paper and glue one on each side of the stick to form the head.

4. The children can add pipe cleaners for arms and cotton balls or yarn for hair and draw a face on the clown.

5. The children can further decorate their clowns as desired, with buttons, felt, markers, they could add hat, bowtie, etc. 
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Craft for: Olivia Saves the Circus
Amazing Acrobats
Materials:

· Round wooden clothespin

· Acrylic paint or markers

· 18 inch long piece of 18-to-20 gauge cloth covered floral wire

· 2 pennies

· Scissors

· Pipe cleaner

· Straw or cocktail umbrella

· Fishing line

Instructions:

1. Give each child a clothespin to paint or colour. They could do a full outfit or just a face.

2. Give each child a piece of the wire, and have the children lay their acrobats facedown over the midpoint of the wire. Wrap the wire around the lower half of the clothespin, twisting it together in the back like a twist tie. Bring the ends back toward the front of the clothespin and extend them down each side as shown. Wrap each tip around a penny. (The added weight helps with balance.) 
3. Cut an 8-inch-long piece of pipe cleaner for each child. Have the children lay the clothespin facedown over its midpoint and wrap it around the clothespin, twisting it together in the back. Bring the ends forward again to serve as arms and then wrap the tip(s) around the straw or the umbrella. Finally, glue the remaining piece of pipe cleaner around the head for hair. 
4. Tie one end of the fishing line to a secure object, about chest-high. Thread the line through the tightrope walker's wooden legs. Now, holding it taut, raise and lower the line to make the performer slide back and forth. (Adjust the position of the floral wire if the acrobat doesn't balance the first time out.) 
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Craft for: Raising a Little Stink
Safari Sam and His Wild Lions

The following crafts are from Paper Circus by Robin West. The children could do both Safari Sam and the Wild Lions, or just one of the two crafts.

Craft for: Tightrope Poppy the High-Wire Pig
Tony and Tilly the Trapeze Twins
The following craft is from Paper Circus by Robin West.
Craft for: Twenty-One Elephants and Still Standing
Elephant Puppet Craft
Materials:

· Paper plate

· Gray paint, crayons or markers

· Popsicle stick

· Glue or tape

· Paper

Instructions:

1. Give each child a paper plate. Have them decide where on the plate the elephant’s nose should be. 

2. Cut a big circle where the nose would go.

3. Have the children decorate the rest of the plate to look like an elephant, with eyes, a mouth, grey skin, etc. If desired, the children could cut ears for their elephants out of paper and attach to the plate.

4. Have the children glue or tape a popsicle stick on the back side of the plate, along the bottom edge. The stick is to control the puppet.

5. When finished, the children can stick their arms through the hole to be the elephant’s trunk. 

Craft for: You See a Circus, I See…
Balloon Nose Clown

Materials:

· Paper plate

· Construction paper

· Round balloon

· Crayons and markers

· Yarn

· Glue

· Tape

Instructions:

1. Give each child a paper plate and a large triangle cut from construction paper (or have the children cut out their own triangles). Have the children glue the triangle to the top of the plate as a hat.

2. Have the children draw a clown face on the plate, except for the nose. They can also add on yarn for hair.

3. Blow up a balloon for each child, but not too big. Poke a hole in the center of the clown face and insert the tied end of the balloon. Put a piece of tape on the back to make sure the balloon stays in place.

4. The children now have clowns with big balloon noses. The noses can be made as big or small as the children would like.
Alternate activity for: You See a Circus, I See…
Clown Circus
Materials:

· Old clothes

· A roll of wide tape

· Balloons

· Pennies

· Music

· A broom

Instructions:

1. Call your clowns together. The circus is about to begin!

2. Get the high jinks in high gear by letting the kids dress up in your silliest old clothes from the back of the closet (the more colorful the better). Your old sneakers will feel like clown shoes on little feet, making these balancing and dancing activities challenging—and very silly.

3. Walk the taperope: Run a wide strip of tape across the floor for a tightrope. Now, challenge the clowns to walk along it without losing their balance. Next time 'round, demonstrate variations on the tightrope: jumping, hopping along on one foot, holding a balloon over their heads, balancing pennies on the backs of hands. And for the finale, turn on some music and the kids can make up some crazy clown dances as they boogie across the floor.

4. How low can you go? Teach your clowns to limbo. Two people hold the ends of a broom handle as the children dance under without brushing it—even with their bulky clothes. Move the stick lower and lower until the children have to lie on the floor to get under it. It's bound to inspire giggles—especially when it's your turn!

5. Clown car: How many kids can fit in a large cardboard appliance box? For added zip, decorate this car with magic markers or affix paper plates for wheels. (Be sure to remove any staples or other scratch hazards before you all pile in.)

