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Songs and Rhymes

Rhyme for Castaway Cats

Five Kittens 

Five little kittens standing in a row, (Hold up five fingers.)
They nod their heads to the children so. (Bend fingers)
They run to the left; they run to the right. (Run fingers to the left and then to the right.)
They stand up and stretch in the bright sunlight. (Stretch fingers out tall.)
Along comes a dog who's in for some fun. (Hold up one finger from opposite hand.)
ME-OW! See those little kittens run! (Let fingers run.) 

Rhyme for The Cat in the Hat
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Cat in the Hat Fingerplay 

One little cat on a sunny day 
Put on his hat and went out to play 
Two little cats when it started getting dark 
Put on their hats and went to the park. 
Three little cats when the sky was blue 
Put on their hats and went to the zoo. 
Four little cats by the kitchen door 
Put on their hats and went to the store. 
Five little cats on a sunny day 
Put on their hats and they all ran away 

Song for The Curious Demise of a Contrary Cat

I Know a Cat 

(Sung to "Bingo")
I know a cat with perky ears,
And kitty is her name-o.
K-I-T-T-Y, K-I-T-T-Y, K-I-T-T-Y,
And Kitty is her name-o.
She makes a sound and it's "meow,"
And Kitty is her name-o.
K-I-T-T-Y, K-I-T-T-Y, K-I-T-T-Y,
And Kitty is her name-o.

Rhyme for Detective LaRue: Letters From the…

Pussycat Creeping 

Pussycat creeping and crawling along (Right hand fingers creeping along) 
Little bird chirping and singing a happy little song (Left hand sitting on left shoulder) 
Up jumps pussy, right into the tree. (Right hand onto left shoulder)
Away flies the bird so glad to be free. (Left hand flies away) 

Rhyme for Drat that Fat Cat
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Counting Cats 

1-Father cat is far too fat to fit on this mat...
2-I think he needs two. Fetch another one, do.
3-It seems to me that he'll need three.
4-He still needs more. That makes four!
5-How can he contrive to stretch across five?
6-Now what a fix if we can't find six.
7-This would be heaven if I just had seven.
8-Please don't be late with number eight.
9-I mustn't whine but I could do with nine.
10-Did you ever know when a cat stretched to ten?
Although he's fat this cat can have only one mat!! 

Rhyme for Fat Cat: a Danish Folktale

Grey pussycat 
A big Grey pussycat 
(Pull on whiskers), pussycat, pussycat
A big Grey pussycat lives in a house 
(Make house with both hands)
A big Grey pussycat, pussycat, pussycat
A big Grey pussycat POUNCED on a MOUSE!! 
(Clap hands together).

Rhyme for Honey-Honey-Lion: a Story from Africa
The Lion Roars With a Fearful Sound
The lion roars with a fearful sound,
Roar, roar, roar!
The lion creeps, its prey to catch,
Creep, creep, creep!
The lion pounces with a mighty leap,
Leap, leap, leap!
The lion eats with a crunching sound, 
Crunch, crunch, crunch!
The lion sleeps with a gentle snore,
Snore, snore, snore!
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Mabel Segun 

Rhyme for If Not for the Calico Cat
Five Little Pussy Cats
Five little pussy cats playing near the door; 
One ran and hid inside
And then there were four.

Four little pussy cats underneath a tree; 
One heard a dog bark
And then there were three.

Three little pussy cats thinking what to do; 
One saw a little bird
And then there were two.

Two little pussy cats sitting in the sun; 
One ran to catch his tail
And then there was one.

One little pussy cat looking for some fun;
He saw a butterfly--
And then there was none. 

Rhyme for Kitten's First Full Moon
Kitten under chair
A kitten is hiding under a chair, (hide one thumb in other hand)
I looked and looked for her everywhere. (peer about with hand on forehead)
Under the table and under the bed, (pretend to look) 
I looked in the corner and then I said,
"Come Kitty, come Kitty, I have milk for you." (cup hand to make dish and extend)
Kitty came running and calling, "Mew, mew." (run fingers up arm) 

Rhyme for Library Lion
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Guess Who ?!?

Growl, growl 
Thud, thud
(slap floor) 
Roar, roar

Who's that knocking at the door?

Pound, pound
(hit floor) 
Stamp, stamp
Scratch, scratch
(scratch floor) 

Who's that wiggling at the latch?

Can a pig be at my door?
(oink)
No pigs don't roar!
Can a cow be wiggling my latch?
No, cows can't scratch.

Roar, roar
Scratch, scratch
Growl, growl
It's not an owl
(hoot, hoot)

I know who it can be
A friendly lion visiting me!
(point to self)
Song for Lucia and the Light
I'm A Little Cat 

(Sung to "I'm a Little Teapot")
I'm a little cat.
Soft and furry.
I'll be your friend.
So don't you worry.
Right up on your lap I like to hop.
I'll purr, purr, purr and never stop.

Song for Mr. Pusskins: a Love Story

The Mouse Ran Around The Room - sung to "The Bear Went Over the Mountain" 
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The mouse ran around the room,
(make circling motions with arms)
The mouse ran around the room,
The mouse ran around the room,
And what do you think he saw?

He saw a great big cat.
(Raise arms and make a large circle)
He saw a great big cat,
He saw a great big cat,
So what do you think he did? 

The mouse ran into his hole,
(squat down)
The mouse ran into his hole,
The mouse ran into his hole,
Safe and sound at last.
(cover head with arms.) 

Rhyme for Mrs. Crump's Cat

Kitty, Kitty... 
I have a little kitty, (Extend first and fourth fingers like ears) 
He is as quick as he can be. (Make a side way motion with one hand quickly) 
He jumps upon my lap, (Cup one hand in palm of other) 
And purrs a song to me. (Make purring sound) 

Song for My Cat, the Silliest Cat in the World
Do Your Ears Hang Low?
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Do your ears hang low 
(tug at earlobes)

Do they wobble to and fro? 
(wave hands back in forth)

Can you tie them in a knot? 
(tie an invisible knot)

Can you tie them in a bow?
(tie an invisible bow)

Can you throw them over your shoulder 
(toss something over your shoulder)

Like a continental soldier 
(salute)

Do your ears hang low? (tug at earlobes)
Rhyme for Skippyjon Jones

My Kitty Cat 

I have a kitty cat named Puff. 
(hold up one thumb)
He's round and soft as a ball of fluff. 
(make a circle with finger and thumb of other hand)
Each day he laps up all his milk.
And his fur is soft as silk.
(stroke thumb with other hand)
When he's happy you will know,
For his fluffy tail swings to and fro.
(wiggle little finger) 

Rhyme for Tiger Can't Sleep
Tiger Song

 

Five little tigers napping by the door

one woke up and then there were four;

 

Four little tigers napping next to me

one woke up and then there were three;

 

Three little tigers napping next to you

one woke up and then there were two;

 

Two little tigers napping in the sun

one woke up and then there was one;

 

One little tiger napping on a shelf

he(she) woke up and was all by himself!!!!!

Rhyme for Tiger, Tiger
[image: image7.png]


Eeny, meeny, miney, mo

Eeny, meeny, miney, mo 
(point to each finger)

Catch a tiger by the toe 
(catch a finger following the rhyme)

When he hollers let him go
(let go of finger)

Eeny, meeny, miney, mo

Poem for When Cats go Wrong
This book also includes a CD of the story in song form.
Cats
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Cats sleep
Anywhere
Any table
Any chair
Top of piano
Window ledge
In the middle
On the edge
Open drawer
Empty shoe
Any body's
Lap will do
Fitted in a
Cardboard box
In the cupboard
With your frocks
Anywhere
THEY don't care
Cats sleep
Anywhere

Eleanor Farjeon 

